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FOREWORD 


CONFLICTING ATTITUDES 

During all the years the church has been boasting of her progress and 
prosperity in increased members, facilities, institutions and world-wide 
mission enterprises, the Lord through the spirit of prophecy has been 
rebuking the members of the church for their sins and backslidings: for the 
loss of. their first love which has resulted in lukewarmness and spiritual 
poverty. The reproof has not been understood or appreciated by those 
under the Laodicean deception, and, therefore the Testimonies have been 
practically set aside and by many virtually rejected. Not being able to 
understand the manifest contradiction between the attitude of the church 
and the prophetic agency of the movement through whom God speaks, the 
tendency has been to question the authority of the latter and conclude that 
God’s prophet was altogether too pessimistic. 


CAUSE OF DECEPTION 

Here is the reason for the Laodicean aeaepnien The church has 
mistaken material prosperity for spiritual progress; as the evidence of the 
presence of God and the favor of heaven. The purpose of the Laodicean 
message is to correct this false impression and to show that God reckons 
prosperity from the viewpoint of spiritual life and growth. Material 
prosperity will of course follow the presence and blessing of God as in 
apostolic days, but it isthe result and not the cause of the Divine favor. The 
history of many ancient and modern false religious movements proves that 
material prosperity of itself is meaningless. To learn this lesson is one of the 
greatest needs of the Advent people, for on it depends our eternal destiny. 


SPIRITUAL RETREAT 
6T:420, published in 1900 The retreat is in regard to SOPHIE and not 

material things. 
“The work has been extended so that it now covers a large territory, 
and the number of believers has increased. Still there is a great 
deficiency, for a larger work might have been accomplished had the 
same missionary spirit been manifested as in earlier days. Without this 
spirit the laborer will only mar and deface the cause of God. The work 
is really retrograding instead of advancing as God designs it should. 
Our present numbers are not to be compared with what they were in 
the beginning. We should consider what might have been done had 
every worker consecrated himself in soul, body, and spirit, to God as 
he should have done” 
7T:217, published in 1902 “But in some respects the work has 
deteriorated. While it has grown in extent and facilities, it has waned 
in piety.” 





TRUE PROSPERITY 
§1)41,42 “If numbers were an evidence of success, Satan might claim 
the pre-eminence; for, in this world his followers are largely in the 
majority. It is the degree of moral power pervading the College, that is 
the test of its prosperity. It is the virtue, intelligence, and piety of the 
people composing our churches, not their numbers, that should bea 
source of joy and thankfulness”. 

Following a description of material prosperity and display in religious 

worship when godliness is lacking, we read: 
PK:565,566 “But in all this God is not honored. He values His church, 
not for its external advantages, but for the sincere piety which 
distinguishes it from the world. He estimates it-according to the 
growth of its members in the knowledge of Christ, according to their 
progress in spiritual experience. He looks for the principles of love and 
goodness... A congregation may be the poorest in the land. It may be 
without attractions of any outward show; but if the members possess 
the principles of the character of Christ, angels will unite with them in 
their worship.” 


NOT IN HER MIDST 
The following statement is a comment on Revelation 3:20 and shows 
that as long as Christ is kept outside the door He is not in the midst of Zion 
and He is excluded from His own temple: 
Brown Leaflet Series, Education, No. 6, 1898 “The church is in the 
Laodicean state. The presence of God is not in her midst... What a 
terrible thing it is to exclude Christ from His own temple! What a loss 
to the church! Our Redeemer sends His messengers to bear a 
testimony to His people. He says, ‘Behold, I stand at’ the door and 
knock. If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him and will sup with him and he with Me.’ But many refuse to receive 
Him, because they fear that He will be an expensive guest. The Holy 
Spirit waits to soften and subdue hearts, but they are not willing to 
open the door and let the Saviour in; for they fear that He will require 
something from them. And so Jesus of Nazareth passes by. He longs 
to bestow on them His rich blessings and gifts of grace, but they refuse 
. to accept them.” 
What tragedy! 


GREAT CONCERN 
It is with great concern, not with criticism that this book is compiled. We 
have tried to let the inspired Testimony speak, and not man. 








It is very evident that there is something vitally wrong with all of us. 
From leadership to laity we are forced to confess that we are still here after 
over one hundred years oftrying to finishthe work and we are farther from 
reaching our goal than we have ever been. 

We pray that all who read this book will be led to a closer walk with 
Jesus, and that our eyes may be opened to see our Laodicean condition 
before we are spewed out of God’s mouth. 

; Elder Ron D. Spear 
January 12, 1984 














PREFACE 


The Laodicean message is God’s last message to go to the world before 
the end. How important it is, therefore, to know and understand it. - 
Mrs. White, in the following quotations, asks some very pointed 
questions and then gives encouragement to those who put into practice the 
counsel to the Laodicean church: 
_ 7BC:961,962 “The Laodicean message is applicable to the church at 
this time. Do you believe this message? Have you hearts that feel? Or 
are you constantly saying, We are rich and increased in goods, and 
have need of nothing? Is it in vain that the declaration of eternal truth 
has been given to this nation to be carried to all the nations of the 
world? God has chosen a people and made.them the repositories of 
truth weighty with eternal results. To them has been given the light 
‘that must illuminate the world. Has God made a mistake? Are we 
indeed His chosen instrumentalities? Are we the men and women who 
are to bear to the world the messages of Revelation fourteen, to 
proclaim the_ message of salvation to those who are standing on the 
brink of ruin? Do we act as if we were (Ms 51, 1901)?" 
7BC:966 “... The Laodicean message is full of encouragement; for the 
backslidden church may -yet buy the gold of faith and love, may yet 
have the white robe of the righteousness of Christ, that the shame of «-. 
their nakedness need not appear. Purity of heart, purity of motive, 


serve God and mammon. They may yet wash their robes of character 
and make them white in the blood of the Lamb (RH Aug, 28, 1894). 
“There is hope for our churches if they will heed the message given to 


the Laodiceans (Ms.139,.1903).” 
H. Allen Craw 


Retired Professor 
Loma Linda University 








INTRODUCTION 


The Laodicean message is the greatest warning message ever given to the 
church in any age. The message of Elijah was to the church in his day. God 
sent the Elijah message to the church in the days of John the Baptist 
because of its corruption and apostasy to prepare the church for the first 
coming of Christ. The messenger of the Lord has promised that the Elijah 
message will come again to the church to prepare it forthe second coming. 
It follows then that the message to the Laodicean church is the Elijah 
message. 

Mal. 4:5 “Behold, I willsend you Elijah the prophet before the coming 
of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” 
TM:475 “Prophecy must be fulfilled. The Lord says: ‘Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord.’ Somebodyisto come in the spirit and power 
of Elijah, and when he appears, men may say: “You are too earnest, 
you do not interpret the Scriptures in the proper way. Let me tell you 
how to teach your message.’” 
Prophecy must be fulfilled. The Elijah message must be given to the 
church. And those who give that message will be just as unpopular as 
Elijah and John the Baptist. Notice this statement from the pen of 
inspiration: 
6T:420 “As never before, we should pray not only that laborers may 
‘be sent forth into the great harvest field, but that we may have a clear 
conception of truth, so that when the messengers of truth shall come, 
we may accept the message and respect the messenger.” 

The message is found in Isa. 58:1: 

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my 
people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” 
9T:137 “Most>startling messages will be borne by men of God’s 
appointment.” 

TM:107 “The Lord will raise up men who will give the people the 
message for this time.” 

The Elijah message is a call to confession and repentance, but many will 
try to repent when it is too late. 

3T:272 “Confessions of sin made at the right time to relieve the people 
of God will be accepted of Him. But there are those among us who will 
make confessions, as did Achan, too late to save themselves. God may 
prove them and give them another trial, for the sake of evidencing to 
His people that they will not endure one test, one proving of God. 
They are not in harmony with right. They despise the straight 
testimony that reaches the heart, and would rejoice to see everyone 
silenced who gives reproof.” 


What is the reason for the deplorable apostasy of Laodicea? It is the 
rejection of the righteousness by faith message brought to the church in the 
1888 message. This message given by Elders Waggoner and Jones and 
Ellen G. White in the 80’s and 90’s (See the Appendix) when it was not well 
received was in reality a rejection of the Holy Spirit in the Latter Rain. We 
are told by inspiration that God wanted to take the church into the 
promised land shortly after 1844 if they had received the Third Angel’s 
message in verity, which is justification by faith. See Ev. 190, and 61:450. 


WHAT IS THE MESSAGE? 

This message is that God has the power to keep us from sinning. 
Christians will accept this power for the abandoned sinner and degraded 
outcast to overcome his debauchery, but will not accept that power to 
overcome their own lustful thoughts and evil temper. Notice what God 
says to us: 

MB:94 “The strongest bulwark of vice in our world is not the 
iniquitous life of the abandoned sinner or the degraded outcast; it is 
that life which otherwise appears virtuous, honorable, and noble, but 
in which one sin is fostered, one vice indulged.” 

TM:506 “By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to 
be perfected in the character. Weare to be wholly transformed into the 
likeness of Christ.” 

1T:144 “Wecan overcome. Yes; fully, entirely. Jesus died to makea 
way of escape for us, that we might overcome every evil temper, every 
sin, every temptation, and sit down at last with Him.” 

COL:69 “When the character of Christ shall be perfectly se OE ee 
in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.’ 

If we do not have the faith of Jesus (Rev. 14:12), we will not believe that 
overcoming sin is possible, and if we do not believe this by experience, we 
cannot be saved. 

RH Feb. 7, 1957 (Ms 148, 1899) “Exact obedience is required and 
those that say that it is not possible to live a perfect life, throw upon 
God the imputation of injustice and untruth.” ; 
GC:489 “Therefore he [Satan] is constantly seeking to deceive the 
followers of AOE with his fatal sophistry that it is impossible for 
them to overcome.” 

RH Aug. 17, 1897 “So well will he [Satan] counterfeit righteouness, 
that if it were possible, he would deceive the very elect.” 

Notice, dear friends, the evidence is overwhelming that we have rejected 
the experience God wanted His church to accept in 1888 — the message of 
righteousness by faith. 





Let us define that experience more fully so that we will not 
misunderstand it, for the church has misunderstood it now for nearly one 
hundred years. We will never be able to finish the work with any of our 
programs until this experience becomes ours. 

Adam and Eve lost their Eden Home because they lost their trust in God. 
Without the explicit faith with which God had created them, they could 
not be trusted with righteousness, and therefore could not retain 
Godlikeness. Without these they could not love as God created them to 
love. Adam and Eve were sorry for sinning and wanted to stop. But to 
restore them to Eden, they must again have righteousness, but before they 
could have the righteousness of Jesus, they needed to have His faith. Then 
they (as well as all men) could be restored in character and Godlikeness and 
again love as God created them to love. 

This is what had happened to the 120 in the Upper Room — they had 
Jesus’ faith, His power to live His life, to think His thoughts, and be 
clothed with the garments of His righteousness. Then they had His love 
and could respond to life like Jesus would respond to life. 

COL:312 “By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every 
human being to obey God’s commandments. When we submit 
ourselves to Christ the heart is united with His heart, the willis merged 
in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are 
brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to 
be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord 
looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and 
deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect 
obedience to the law of Jehovah.” 

This was the experience of the first Pentecost. It will be the experience of 
those who receive the second Pentecost in the Latter Rain and the Loud 
Cry. They will have complete victory through Christ over every weakness, 
every sin, every temptation, and over every hereditary and cultivated 
tendency to sin. 

3T:106,107 “The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was 
ever fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of God 
and being clothed with humility, possessing that love that is pure, 
peaceable, and easy to be entreated, full of gentleness and good fruits, 
is not an easy attainment. And yet it is his privilege and his duty to bea 
perfect overcomer here. The soul must submit to God before it can be 
renewed in knowledge and true holiness. The holy life and character of 
Christ is a faithful example. His confidence in His heavenly Father 
was unlimited. His obedience and submission were unreserved and 
perfect.” 




















S5T:573 “Time is very short, and all that is to be done must be done 
quickly. The angels are holding the four winds, and Satan is taking 
advantage of everyone who is not fully established in the truth. 
Every soul is to be tested. Every defect in the character, unless it is 
overcome by the help of God’s Spirit, will become a sure means of 
destruction. I feel as never before the necessity for our people to be 
energized by the spirit of the truth, for Satan’s devices will ensnare 
every soul who has not made God his strength. The Lord has much 
work to be done; and if we do what He has appointed for us to do, He 
will work with our efforts.” 

There are three great misunderstandings in Adventism. They are (1) 
Misunderstanding of the Three Angels’ Messages, (2) Misunderstanding 
of the cleansing of the sanctuary of Daniel 8:14, and (3) Misunderstanding 
of the Spirit of Prophecy. 


THE THREE ANGELS’ MESSAGES 

But, there is some lack of understanding concerning the three angels of 
Rev. 14:6-12 among the remnant people of God in this time of the end. 
These messages are introduced in Rev. 14 with the portrayal of Christ the 
Lamb of God standing on Mt. Sion witha special group of people. They 
have their Father’s name written instheir foreheads — the character of 
God. The three angels represent the people who have been commissioned 
to give God’s special message to the world at the end of time. 

7BC:978,979 “Christ is coming the second time with power unto 
salvation. To prepare human beings for this event, He has sent the first 
second and third angels’ messages. These angels represent those who 
receive the truth, and with power open the gospel to the world.” 

The presentation of these messages is given with great power in personal 
testimonies that cannot be shaken. When the messages are presented as 
they should be, it will be by those in whom the character of Christ has been 
perfectly formed (see COL:69). The seal of the Living God will have been 
impressed upon their souls. They will have settled into the truth 
intellectually and spiritually and they cannot be moved (see 4BC:1 161). 
They will be those who weep between the porch and the altar for the sins of 
the world and the church. They will cry unto the Lord as did the prophets 


i old, “Spare ie pe mp € Oh God” (see_3T:266,267; 5T:209 3209210). The 


against great apneran and_persecution and in 1 the ene er 
death. The character of God will be vindicated by their words, actions, and ~ 
living testimony. They are the real remnant. They will not be able to be 
bought or sold at any price. 














then are only symbols of 2 people with the 
faith experience. They are scen going from door to door 
with their Bibles. See 9T:126. 

When the character of Christ is found in His people, these messages will 
again sound through the world by a people who have Jesus’ faith, His 
righteousness, His power, and are living His life with His love. 

The greater fulfillment of these messages comes in our day, the end of the 
‘time, the last generation. Notice this: 

2SM:105 “The first and second messages were given in 1843 and 1844, 
and we are now under the proclamation of the third; but all three of 
the messages are still to be proclaimed. It is just as essential now as 
ever before that they shall be repeated to those who are seeking for the 
truth. By pen and voice we are to sound the proclamation, showing 
their order, and the application of the prophecies that bring us to the 
third angel’s message. There cannot be a third without the first and 
second. These messages we are to give to tlie world in publications, in 
discourses, showing in the line of prophetic history the things that 
have been and the things that will be.” 





THE CLEANSING OF THE SANCTUARY 

Jesus, our High Priest, cannot cleanse the Most Holy Place until He has 
a people who understand by experience the cleansing of their own souls. 
PREACHING THE SANCTUARY DOCTRINE IS BNPORSED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT: 

Ms 125, 1907 “For more than half a century the different points of 
present truth have been questioned and opposed. New theories have 
been advanced as truth, which were not truth, and the Spirit of God - 
revealed their error. As the great pillars of our faith have been 
presented, the Holy Spirit has borne witness to them, and especially is 
this so regarding the truths of the sanctuary question. Over and over 
again the Holy Spirit has in a marked manner endorsed the preaching 
of this doctrine. But today, as in the past, some will be led to form new 
theories and to deny the truths upon which the Spirit of God has 
placed His approval.” 

It must be obvious that the sanctuary cannot be cleansed until those who 
dwell in it are cleansed. Leviticus 16 plainly states that both the sanctuary 
and the people were typically cleansed by the special services of the day of 
atonement. Numerous other Bible passages show that the cleansing 
performed in the heavenly sanctuary includes a cleansing of the saints. 

Mal. 3:1-3 “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 
his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 




















behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abidethe 
day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is 
like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: And he shall sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering 
in righteousness.” 

“Great Controversy” 424-426 states that this passage refers to the same 
event as Daniel 8:14. The prophet here declares, “The Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple. . . and he shall purify the sons of Levi” 
(God’s people). 

Consider these statements: 

RH Feb. 11, 1890 “Christ is cleansing the temple in heaven from the 
sins of the people, and we must work in harmony with him upon the 
earth, cleansing the soul temple from its moral defilement.” 

RH Jan. 21, 1890 “Weare in the day of atonement, and we are to work 
in harmony with Christ’s work of cleansing the sanctuary from the 
sins of the people.” 

Daniel 8:14 refers to the cleansing of the new covenant sanctuary which 
is brought to view in Heb. 8:1,2: 

“Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have 
such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens. A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true 
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” 

Not only does Ellen White refer to this as the sanctuary in heaven, but 
she also makes the following significant application: 

7BC:931 “The Jewish tabernacle was a type of the Christian church. 
... The church on earth, composed of those who are faithful and loyal 
to God, is the ‘true tabernacle,’ whereof the Redeemer is the minister. 
God, and not man, pitched this tabernacle on a high, elevated 
platform. This tabernacle is Christ’s body, and from north, south, east 
and west He gathers those who shall help to compose it... A holy 
tabernacle is built up of those who receive Christ as their personal 
Saviour . . . Christ is the minister of the true tabernacle, the high priest 
of all who believe in Him as a personal Saviour.” 

The cleansing of the saints is the perfecting of the saints. Remember that - 
heresy is a distortion of truth, an over-emphasis of one part to the 
neglecting of another important part: 

1SM:202 “The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and 
both tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked by the 
Holy Spirit, and which, therefore, are not quick to discern the 
difference beween truth and error.” ST Feb. 14, 1900. . 

Our slothfulness in the study of the sanctuary in all its varied important 
ramifications has been responsible for many of our people 
misunderstanding the difference between perfection and perfectionism. | 
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SPIRIT OF PROPHECY 
Josh. 1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” 

We have not rejected the Spirit of Prophecy as a church, but we are 
guilty of disregarding the Counsel of God given through the prophet. 

5T:680 “If God has given me a message to bear to His people, those 
who would hinder me in the work and lessen the faith of the people in 
its truth are not fighting against the instrument, but against God. It is 
not the instrument whom you slight and insult, but God, who has 
spoken to you in these warnings and reproofs. It is hardly possible for 
men to offer a greater insult to God than to despise and reject the 
instrumentalities that He has appointed to lead them.” 

So to disregard light is to reject it. Korah, Dathan and Abiram rejected 
the prophet Moses. The 250 leaders also rejected the prophet. Remember 
they were leaders and they led the church into apostasy and rebellion. 
Their end was destruction; also 14,700 church members perished with 
them. This is an example of what Ellen G. White calls “open rebellion, 

- which becomes incurable and ends in destruction.” (5T:672) This rebellion 
was led by leaders of the church against the prophet. 

5T:235 “The watchman are responsible for the condition of the 
people.” 

51:234,235 “My brethren, beware of the evil heart of unbelief. The 
word of God is plain and close in its restrictions; it interferes with your 
selfish indulgence; therefore you do not obey it. The testimonies of His 
Spirit call your attention to the Scriptures, point out your defects of 
character, and rebuke your sins; therefore you do not heed them. And 
to justify your carnal, ease-loving course you begin to doubt whether 
the testimonies are from God. If you would obey their teachings you 
would be assured of their divine origin. Remember, your unbelief does 
not affect their truthfulness, If they are from God they will stand. 
Those who seek to lessen the faith of God’s people in these testimonies, 
which have been in the church for the last thirty-six years, are fighting 
against God. It is not the instrument whom you slight and insult, but 

_ God, who has spoken to you in these warnings and reproofs.” 

51T:227 “The church will rarely take a higher stand than is taken by her 
ministers. We need a converted ministry and a converted people. 
Shepherds who watch for souls as they that must give account will lead 
the flock on in paths of peace and holiness. Their success in this work 
will be in proportion to their own growth in grace and knowledge of 
the truth. When the teachers are sanctified, soul, body, and spirit, they 
can impress upon the people the importance of such sanctification.” 
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Leadership and the ministry to a large degree are ignoring and 
disregarding the instruction God has given to His people in this last 
generation. This is the cause to a large degree of the condition of Laodicea 
today. 

INSPIRATION 
- There are no degrees of inspiration. Ellen G. White’s writings are either 
' from God or the devil. 
5T:671 “God is either teaching His church, reproving their wrongs 
and strengthening their faith, or He is not. This work is of God, orit is 
not. God does nothing in partnership with Satan. My work ... bears 
the stamp of God or the stamp of the enemy. There is no halfway work 
in the matter. The Testimonies are of the Spirit of God, or of the 
devil.” 
_CM:126 “The Holy Spirit traced these truths upon my heart and mind 
as indelibly as the law was traced by the finger of God, upon the tables 
of stone.” 

Let us remember that God dealt differently with Moses and John the 
Baptist than He did with any other prophet until Ellen G. White. Observe 
the following statements: 

Num. 12:5-8 “And the Lord came down in the pillar of the cloud, and 
stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and 
they both came forth. And he said, Hear now my words: If there bea - 
prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him ina 
vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is not 
so, who is faithful in all mine house. With him will I speak mouth to 
mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude 
of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak 
against my servant Moses?” 

Matt. 11:9,11 “But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say 
unto you, and more than a prophet. Verily I say unto you, Among 
them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he.” 

3SM:74 “No Claim to the Title ‘Prophetess.’ — During the discourse 
(at Battle Creek, October 2, 1904), I said that I did not claim to be a 
prophetess. Some were surprised at this statement, and as much is 
being said in regard to it, I will make an explanation. Others have 
called me a prophetess, but I have never assumed that title. I have not 
felt that it was my duty thus to designate myself. Those who boldly 
assume that they are prophets in this our day are oftena uepyooen to 
the cause of Christ. 


“My_work includes much more than this name signifies. I regard 


myself as a messenger, entrusted by the Lord with messages for His 


people.—Letter 55, 1905. 
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. My commission embraces the work of a prophet, but it does not 
end there. It embraces much more than the minds of those who have 
been sowing the seeds of unbelief can comprehend.—Letter 244, 
1906.” 
hn the Baptist were so also 
ete wits prophet of the Remnant Church in 1 this la lastremnant of — 
time, the last generation. I believe without question that her writings which 
encompass the entire spectrum of Christian living will justify this 
_ Statement. 


THE END OF TIME 
Without a question we are now in the last minutes of the world and of the 
history of the church. The greatest evidence of this is not what is happening 
in the world but what is happening in the church. The Devil’s last 
_ deception, his last attack upon the church, is to make of no effect the Spirit 
of Prophecy. Let us read the following: 
1SM:48 “Satan is... constantly pressing in the spurious — to lead 
away from the truth. The very last deception of Satan will be to make 
of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God. ‘Where there is no 
vision, the people perish’ (Prov. 29:18). Satan will work ingeniously, 
in different ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the 
confidence of God’s remnant people inthe true testimony.—Letter 12, 
1890. 
“There will be a hatred kindled against the testimonies which is 
satanic. The workings of Satan will be to unsettle the faith of the 
churches in them, for this reason: Satan cannot have so cleara track to 
bring in his deceptions and bind up souls in his delusions if the 
warnings and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit of God are heeded.— 
Letter 40, 1890.” 
Disregarding the Spirit of Prophecy will lead to rejection of it, which will 
carry the modern Korahs into Babylon. 
3SM:84 “One thing is certain. Those Seventh-day Adventists who 


take their stand under Satan’s banner will first give up their faith in the 
__warnings and reproofs contained in the Testimonies of God’s Spirit.” 
— Letter.156,1903. 


As we introduce the message to Laodicea we must accept the fact that 
we, the church leadership, pastors, and laity, are now and have been 
since 1888 insubordinate to God. The righteousness by faith experience 
which the other angel of Revelation 18 came down to give to God’s people 
was rejected by the leadership, and therefore by the people (See the 
Appendix for proof of this rejection). 

That angel came down in 1888 but was forced to return for two reasons: 
~ (1) The rejection of the righteousness by faith experience by leadership (see 
7BC:984, 1SM:234;235, and TM:91, 92, and 363), and (2) The publishing 
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houses were controlled by satan and therefore the righteousness by faith 

message could not be printed like the “leaves of autumn” and sent out to 

the world. : 
Letter L-35-1899 “Just:at this point his satanic majesty was in the 
management of my books published at the Review and Herald office. 
Those at the head of the publishing work there would handle neither 
“Great Controversy’ nor ‘Patriarchs and Prophets,’ the very books 
God had signified the people must have at once. They promised me 
faithfully that after certain months they would handle these books but 
they failed to keep their word. When the ‘Great Controversy’ should 
have been circulated everywhere, it was lying dead in the Review and 
Herald office and Pacific Press.” 

Now let us examine the following statement: __ 

7T:140 “And in a large degree through our publishing houses is to be 
accomplished the work of that other angel who comes down from 
heaven with great power and who lightens the earth with his glory. 
“Solemn is the responsibility that rests upon our houses of 
publication. Those who conduct these institutions, those who edit the 
periodicals and prepare the books, standing as they do in the light of 
God’s purpose, and called to give warning to the world, are held by 
God accountable for the souls of their fellow men.” 

We have seen that the other angel of Revelation 18 is to a great degree 
our publishing work. The problem was twofold: The righteousness by faith 
experience was rejected which was to a great degree to be given through the 
printed page, but Satan was in control of our publishing houses in 1899 
and the message could not be carried to the world. 





THE LAODICEAN MESSAGE 


Revelation 3:14-17. “And unto the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that 
thou are neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then 
because thou art neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked... iH 
Let us remember that it is Christ who is speaking to the angel of the 
church of Laodicea. (Rev. 1:18). 


THE SEVEN STARS ARE THE ANGELS WHO REPRESEN 

GOD’S MINISTERS 
Revelation 1:20 “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in 
-my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are 
the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which 
thou sawest are the seven churches.” 

The messenger of the Lord explains the seven stars as follows: 

GW:13,14 “God’s ministers are symbolized by the seven stars which 
He who is the first and last has under His special care and protection. 
The sweet influences that are to be abundant in the church are bound 
up with these ministers of God, who are to represent the love of Christ. 
The stars of heaven are under God’s control. He fills them with light. 
He guides and directs their movements. If He did not, they would 
become fallen stars. So with His ministers. They are but instruments in 
His hands, and all the good they accomplish is done through his 
power.” 

So we see then the message to Laodicea is addressed to God’s ministers. 
Why is Jesus, in this remnant of time, addressing this startling message to 
the ministry? 

From the beginning, navigators have depended upon the stars to reach 
their destinations. Storms would blow sailors off course, but if through 
clouds could be seen the North Star, the heading could be changed and the 
ship and its lost crew would be back on course. 

My dear friends, today Laodicea has been blown off course. We are in 
the beginning of the worst storm in the history of the church. 

Looking down the centuries of time Jesus saw the storm that would 
come and, because of His love for His church, He addressed the watchmen 
to give a warning. They are the guardians of His precious souls. 
CONDITIONS OF LAODICEA 

Let us first identify the condition of Laodicea. It has a fateful disease. 
The prognosis is not good because the patient will not see that he is sick. He 
knows not that he is wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked. Why does 
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hé not know? Because he is increased in goods and feels absolutely no need 
of anything — not even a close relationship with Jesus. The Laodicean 


“comes to church faithfully, pays tithe, and studies his Sabbath School 


lesson before going to church. He may even hold an important position in 
the church. 
God describes the condition of the people through inspiration. Let us 
read 1T:190: 
“Many, I saw, were flattering themselves that they were good 
Christians, who have not a single ray of light from Jesus. They know 
not what it is to be renewed by the grace of God. They have no living 
experience for themselves in the things of God. And I saw that the 
Lord was whetting His sword in heaven to cut them down.-Oh, that 
every lukewarm professor could realize the clean work that God is 
about to make among His professed people! Dear friends, do not 
deceive yourselves concerning your condition. You cannot deceive 
God. Says the True Witness: ‘I know thy works.’ The third angel is 
leading up a people, step by step, higher and higher. At every step they 
will be tested.” 
Again we read in 6T:426: 
“Oh, how few know the time of their visitation! How few, even among 
those who claim to believe present truth, understand the signs of the 
times or what we are about to experience before the end! We are today 
under divine forbearance; but how long will the angels of God 
continue to hold the winds, that they shall not blow? 
“Notwithstanding God’s inexpressible mercy toward us, how few in 
our churches are truly humble, devoted, God-fearing servants of . 
Christ! How few hearts are full of gratitude and thanksgiving because 
they are called and honored to act a part in the work of God, being 
partakers with Christ of His sufferings! 
“Today a large part of those who compose our congregations are 
dead in trespasses and sins. They come and go like the door upon its 
‘hinges. For years they have complacently listened to the most solemn, 
soul-stirring truths, but they have not put them in practice.” 
The Laodicean, then, is in a lost condition. What tragedy! To go 
faithfully to church and be lost. 


2SM:380 and deleted paragraph in B-55-1886 “Satan will work his 
miracles to deceive, he will set up his power as supreme. The church 
may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the 
sinners in Zion will be SIFTED OUT — the chaff is separated from 
the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it must 
take place. None but those who have been overcoming by the blood of 
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the Lamb and the word of their testimony will be found with the loyal 
and true, without spot or stain, without guile intheir mouths... The 
remnant that purifies their souls by obeying the truth gather strength 
from the trying process, exhibiting the beauty of holiness amid the 
surrounding apostasy .. . The GREAT ISSUE so near at hand will 
WEED OUT those whom God has not appointed, and He will have a 
pure, true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain.” 

When the faithful and loyal seem about to fall but do not, it is because 
they are attacked from within and from without the church, See 1SM:122, 
5T:463, GC:608, 5ST:450. 

4T:594,594 “The Lord will have.a people as true as steel, and with 
faith as firm as the granite rock. They are to be His witnesses in the 
world, His instrumentalities to do a special, a glorious work inthe day 
of His preparation.” 
RH May 2, 1899: “The Lord will use in His work men who are true as 
steel to principle, who will not be swayed by the sophistries of those 
who have lost their spiritual eyesight .. . He took a firm, unyielding 
stand for the right.” 

be 5T:383 “We want Calebs now who will press to the front...” 
Romans 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God.” 


The problem with Laodiceans is that they are not willing to be led by the 
Spirit or to obey all the truth. They will give lip service, but not loving 
obedience to all truth. 

If we are not led by the Spirit Ge Christ we are none of His. See Romans 
8:9, 


Again from inspiration: 

TM:507 “Only those who are living up to the light they have will 
receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing in the 
exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall ish recognize 
the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain.’ 

MB:94 “No one can occupy a neutral position .. . Their will must be 
submitted to His will, they must act with His Spirit. Then it isno more 
they that live but Christ lives in them. He who does not give Himself 
wholly to God is under the control of another power, listening to 
another voice, whose suggestions are of an entirely different character. 
Half-and-half service places the human agent on the side oe the enemy 
as a successful ally of the hosts of darkness.” 
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Let us see that God’s people are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a peculiar people. 
1 Peter 2:9 “But ye-are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 
1 Thess. 5:3-5 “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; thensudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
that day should overtake you as a thief. Yeare all the children of light, 
and the children of the day; we are not of the night, nor of darkness.” 

God’s people, His church, are called out of darkness. But they have 
retreated back into darkness. For Laodicea is in the worst kind of 
darkness. But let us not sleep on now, brothers and sisters. It is time to 
watch and be sober for sudden destruction is coming to Laodicea and to 
the world. 

What the Seventh-day Adventist people are unwilling to see is that the 
Laodicean condition is the same attitude of mind as Babylon’s attitude of 
mind, and the call to come out of her my people is also a call for the 
remnant people of God to come out of her Laodicean attitude so that they 
can give the call to Babylon to come out. 

ST Feb. 19, 1894 “It is the rejection of Bible truth which makes men 
approach to infidelity. It is a backsliding church that lessens the 
distance between itself and the Papacy.” . 


In this statement Ellen White refers to the protestants in their dangerous 
relationship to the papacy, but it can also apply to the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in their dangerous leanings to protestant theology. 

The church has fallen away from its calling to finish the work. Listen to 
this sequence of inspired statements: 


5T:240 “The Lord has bestowed great blessing upon His church. 
Justice demands that she return these talents with usury. As the 
treasures of truth committed to her keeping have increased, her 
obligations have increased. But instead of improving upon these gifts 
and going forward unto perfection, she has fallen away from that 
which she had attained in her earlier experience. The change in her 
spiritual state has come gradually and almost imperceptibly. As she 
began to seek the praise and friendship of the world, her faith 





. diminished, her zeal grew languid, her fervent devotion gave place to 
dead formality. Every advance step toward the world was a step away 
from God.” 


5T: 676,677 “The searching testimony of the Spirit of God will 
separate those from Israel who have ever been at war with the means 
that God has ordained to keep corruption out of the church. Wrongs 
must be called wrongs. Grievous sins must be called by their right 
name. All of God’s people should come nearer to Him... Then they 
will see sin in the true light and will realize how offensive it is in the 
sight of God. The plain, straight testimony must live in the church, or 
the curse of God will rest upon His people as surely as it did upon 
ancient Israel because of their sins. Never was there greater need of 
faithful warnings and reproofs . , . than at this very time. Satan has 
come down with great power, knowing that his time is short. He is 
flooding the world with pleasing fables, and the people of God love to 
have smooth things spoken to them. . . | was shown that God’s people 
must make more firm, determined efforts to press back the incoming 
darkness. The close work of the Spirit of God is needed now as never 
before.” : 


5T:94 “The sin of ancient Israel was in disregarding the expressed will 
of God and following their own way according to the leadings of 
unsanctified hearts. Modern Israel are fast following in their 
footsteps, and the displeasure of the Lord is as surely resting upon 
them. It is never difficult to do what we love to do, but to take a course 
directly against our inclinations is lifting a cross. Christ prayed that 
His disciples might be one as He was one with the Father. This unity is 
the credentials of Christ to the world that God sent Him. When self- 
will is renounced in reference to matters there will be a union of 
believers with Christ. This all should pray for and work determinedly, 
thus answering as far as possible the prayers of Christ for unity in His 
church.” 


5T:719,720 “The rebuke of God is upon us because of our neglect of 
solemn responsibilities. His blessings have been withdrawn because 
the testimonies He has given have not been heeded by those who 
profess to believe them. Oh, for a religious awakening! The angels of 

God are going from church to church, doing their duty; and Christ... 
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the True Witness has been heard in reproof, but has not been obeyed. 
Men have chosen to follow their own way instead of God’s way 
because self was not crucified in them. Thus the light has had but little 
effect upon minds and hearts. Will the people of God now arouse from 
their carnal lethargy? ... Let every worker for God comprehend the 
situation . . . May the Lord help all to redeem the time! Let not 
unsanctified feelings lead any to resist the appeals of the Spirit of God. 
... If you wait for light to come in a way that will please everyone you 
wait in vain. If you wait for louder calls or better opportunities, the 
light will be withdrawn, and you will be left in darkness. Accept every 
ray of light that God sends. Men who neglect to heed the calls of the 
Spirit and word of God, because obedience involves a cross, will lose 
their souls.” 
77:217 “The early believers felt that God demanded of all connected 
with His cause an unreserved consecration of body, soul and spirit, of 
all their energies and capabilities, to make the work a success. But in 
some respects the work has deteriorated. While it has grown in extent 
and facilities, it has waned in piety.” 5 
6T:420 “The work is really retrograding instead of advancing as God 
designs it should .. . We should consider what might have been done 
had every worker consecrated himself . . . to God as he should have 
done.” 

5T:217 says the church has retreated towards Egypt. What tragedy! 

Why? Because we have lost our vision, and when you lose your vision of a 





finished work and heaven you perish. See Proverbs 29:18. See Appendix. 
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_ THE LAODICEAN CONDITION 


In this chapter five areas where the Seventh-day Adventist Church is ina 
Laodicean condition will be shown. 

1. The Laodicean condition refers to the Sev cunh day Adventist 
Church. 

47:87 “The Laodicean message applies to the people of God who 
profess to believe present truth. The greater part are lukewarm 
professors.” 

1T:185 “The message tothe Laodiceans HAS NOT peeemnnnened that 
zealous repentance among God’s people which I expected to see, and 
my perplexity of mind has been great.” 

The Laodicean condition is a lost condition. They love this world more 
than the next. 

3T:253 “I was shown that many were flattering themselves that they 
are good Christians who have nota RAY OF LIGHT FROM JESUS. 
They have not a living experience for themselves in the divine life. . . 
The message of the TRUE WITNESS finds the people of God ina sad 
deception, yet honest in that deception. They KNOW NOT THAT 
THEIR CONDITION IS DEPLORABLE in the sight of God.” 
RH Sept. 3, 1889 “. . . if they do not zealously repent, they will be 
among those who are represented by the Laodiceans, who will be 
spewed out.” 

1 John 2:15-17 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is notin him. 
For all that is the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever.” 

Only those who are willing to do the complete will of God in obeying the 
truth will pass through the portals of the eternal gates of the New 
Jerusalem. 

2. The Laodicean condition is a rejection of the Holy Spirit’s power in 
the life and the Righteousness by Faith message of overcoming sin by that 
power. 

The following quotations show that man can have perfect obedience and 
can overcome every sin by the power of Christ. 

Jude 24 “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding 
joy.” 

Matt. 5:48 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” 
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1 Peter 1:16 “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 
COL:312 “By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every 
human being to obey God’s commandments. When we submit 
ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is 
merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts 
are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it 
means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as 
the Lord looks upon us, He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the 
nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, 
which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.” 
Perfection in Christ is overcoming sin by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The promise of salvation is only to the overcomer. 
Rey. 3:5 “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I 
will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.” 1T:187 
“Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and 
overcome, be the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the 
True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain.” 
3. The Laodicean condition is not rejecting the Spirit of Prophecy but 
_ ignoring it. Listen to this statement from the pen of inspiration: 
5T:680 “It is not alone those who openly reject the Testimonies, or 
who cherish doubt concerning them, that are on dangerous ground. 
Oo disregard light is to reject it.” 
5T:681 “‘Many are going directly contrary to the light which God has 
given to His people, because they do not read the books which contain 
the light and knowledge in cautions, reproofs, and warnings. The 
cares of the world, the love of fashion, and the lack of religion have 
turned the attention from the light God has so graciously given, while 
books and periodicals containing error are traveling all over the 
country. Skepticism and infidelity are increasing everywhere. Light so 
precious, coming from the throne of God, is hid under a bushel. God 
will make his people responsible for this neglect. An account must be 
rendered to Him for every ray of light He has let shine upon our 
pathway, whether it has been improved to our advancement in divine 
things or rejected because it was more agreeable to follow 
inclination.’” See 1SM:48 and 3SM:84. 
So, ignoring the Spirit of Prophecy is rejecting it and we will be held 
accountable. The Laodicean will not receive correction which is the cause 
of her blindness. 
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3T:255 “have been shown that the greatest reason why the people of 
God are now found in this state of spiritual blindness, is that they will 
not receive correction. Many have despised the reproofs and warnings 
given them. .. I have been shown that unbelief in the testimonies of 
~ warning, encouragement, and reproof, is shutting away the light from 
God’s people.” 
COL:154 “There is nothing so offensive to God, or so dangerous to 
the human soul, as pride and self-sufficiency. Of all sins it is the most 
hopeless, the most incurable.” 
4T:384 “Another book was opened, wherein were recorded the sins of 
those who profess the truth. Under the general heading of selfishness 
came every Other sin.” 

The Laodicean, while faithful in tithe and offerings and church . 
attendance, has his priorities wrong. Selfish interests are first on his list and 
God and His finished work are second. 

The Laodicean is at emnity with God because he will not merge his will 
completely with God’s and, therefore, is not subject to the law of God. See 
Rom. 8:6-9,14. 

51:103 “The church has received warning after warning. The duties 
and dangers of God’s people have been plainly revealed. But the 
worldly element has proven too strong for them. Customs, practices 
and fashions which lead the soul away from God, have been for years 
gaining ground, in defiance of the warnings and entreaties of the Holy 
Spirit, until at last their ways have become right in their own eyes, and 
the Spirit’s voice is scarcely heard.” 

4. The Laodicean condition is the old covenant experience which says, 
“God, we will do it, we will finish the work, with our programs.” But there 
is only salvation in the new covenant which says, “God, we cannot do it 
ourselves, but when we are emptied and filled with the Holy Spirit, with 
your power and your programs, we can do it and we will!” 


FAILURE OF THE MINISTERS 
5. The Laodicean condition is a failure of the Adventist ministry to 

preach the Righteousness by Faith message. 
Ezk. 33:6 “But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the 
trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword come, and take 
any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his . 
blood will I require at the watchman’s hand.” 
-5T:165,166 “I looked to see the humility of soul that should ever sit as 
a fitting garment upon our ministers, but it was not upon them. I 
looked for the deep love for our souls that the Master said they should 
possess, but they had it not. I listened for the earnest prayers offered 
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with tears and anguish of soul because of the impenitent and 
unbelieving in their own homes and in the church, but heard them not. 
I listened for the appeals made in the demonstration of the Spirit, but 
these were missing. I looked for the burden bearers, who in such atime 
as this should be weeping between the porch and the altar, crying, 
Spare Thy people, Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach; butI 
heard no such supplications. A few earnest, humble ones were seeking 
the Lord. At some of these meetings one or two ministers felt the 
burden and were weighed down as a cart beneath sheaves. But a large 
majority of the ministers had no more sense of the sacredness of their 
work than children.” 

TM:409,410 “Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false 
prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. If 
doubts and unbelief are cherished, the faithful ministers will be 
removed from the people who think they know so much. ‘If thou 
hadst known,’ said Christ, ‘even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine 
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eyes. 
RH May 27, 1890 “‘Some have turned from the message of the 
righteousness of Christ to criticise the men . . . The third angel’s 


message will not be comprehended, the light which will lighten the 
earth with its glory will be called a false light, by those who refuse to 
walk in its advancing glory. The work that might have been done, will 
be left undone by the rejecters of truth, because of their unbelief. We 
entreat of you who oppose the light of truth, to stand out of the way of 
God’s people. Let Heaven-sent light shine forth upon them in clear 
and steady rays.’” (As quoted in Christ our Righetousness, p. 51, 52 by 
A.G.. Daniels) : : 
RH Dec. 24, 1889 “At the great heart of the work, Satan will use his 
hellish arts to the utmost. He will seek every possible way to interpose 
between the people and God, and shut away the light that God would 
have come to His children. It is his design to keep them in ignorance of 
what shall come upon the earth.” 

The responsibility of the condition of Laodicea, to a great degree, 
must be placed on the ministry and leadership. 
51:726 “The Lord has shown methat men in responsible positions are 
standing directly in the way of His work because they think the work 
must be done and the blessing must come in a certain way, and they 
will not recognize that which comes in any other way. My brethren, 
may the Lord place this matter before you as it is. God does not work 
as men plan, or as they wish; He ‘moves in a mysterious way His 
wonders to perform.’ Why reject the Lord’s methods of working, 
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because they do not coincide with our ideas? God has His appointed 
channels of tight, but these are not necessarily the minds of any 
particular set of men.” 

2T:440,441 “These are the true feelings of many of our people. And 
Satan exults at his success in controlling the minds of so many who 
profess to be Christians. He has deceived them, benumbed their 
sensibilities, and planted his hellish banner right in their midst, and 
they are so completely deceived that they know not that it is he. The 
people have not erected graven images, yet their sin is no less in the 
sight of God. They worship mammon. They love worldly gain. Some 
will make any sacrifice of conscience to obtain’ their object. God’s 
professed people are selfish and self-caring. They love the things of 
this world, and have fellowship with the works of darkness. They have 
pleasure in unrighteousness, They have not love toward God nor love 
for their neighbors. They are idolaters, and are worse, far worse, in the 
sight of God than the heathen, graven-image worshipers who have no 
knowledge of a better way.” 

27:441,442 “Like ancient Israel the church has dishonored her God by 
depagting from the light, neglecting her duties, and abusing her high 
and exalted privilege of being peculiar and holy in character. Her 
members have violated their covenant to live for God and Him only. 
They have joined with the selfish and world-loving. Pride, the love of 
pleasure, and sin have been cherished, and Christ has departed. His 
Spirit has been quenched in the church. Satan works side by side with 
professed Christians; yet they are so destitute of spiritual discernment 
that they do not detect him. They have not the burden of the work. 
The solemn truths they profess to believe are not a reality to them. 
They have not genuine faith. Men and women will act out all the faith 
which they in reality possess. By their fruits ye shall know them. Not 
their profession, but the fruit they bear, shows the character of the 
tree. Many have a form of godliness, their names are upon the church 
records; but they have a spotted record in heaven. The recording angel 
has faithfully written their deeds. Every selfish act, every wrong word, 
every unfulfilled duty, and every secret sin, with every artful 
dissembling, is faithfully chronicled in the book of records kept by the 
recording angel.” See the Appendix. 

To this deplorable state of Laodicea, the leadership and ministry must 
corporately repent so as to lead the laity in confession and repentance. 
CORPORATE CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE 

Is such a thing as corporate confession and repentance Biblical? Yes, 
Ezra and Nehemiah wrought corporate confession and repentance which 
brought a mighty revival to the church in their day. See Ezra, Chapters 9 
and 10; and Nehemiah, Chapters 8, 9, 10. 
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Also King Josiah brought a revival and reformation to the church in his 
day. After the finding of the Law, the king brought the people to 
confession and repentance. See 2 Chronicles, Chapters 34 and 35. 

The King of Nineveh listened to the preaching of Jonahand brought the 
whole city to repentance. Daniel also confessed his own sins and the sins of 
the people. See Jonah, Chapter 3, and Daniel, Chapter 9. 

The Spirit of Prophecy bears out the need for such a repentance. 
Confession and repentance cannot be separated, nor repentance and 
confession. They must come together or there can be no revival or 
reformation. ’ 

The Laodicean leadership may not see the need of such confession and 
repentance; for, remember that the disease of Laodiceans is that they are 
blind to their condition — “They know not.” 

Consequently the revival long looked for and much overdue may come 
from the grass roots of Adventism. Notice this statement: 

ULLM:83 “We are made sad as we see in many places so much left 
undone that should be done. But the Lord will use in the 
accomplishment of His work means that we do not now see. He will 
raise up from among the common people, men and women to do His 
work, even as of old He called fishermen to be His disciples. There will 
soon be an awakening that will surprise many. Those who do not 
realize the necessity of what is to be done, will be passed by, and the 
heavenly messengers will work with those who are called the common 
people, fitting them to carry the truth to many places. Now is the time 
for us to awake and do what we can.” 

The awakening (revival), therefore will come from the common people, 
which the dictionary defines as people without rank. 

CH:395 “The Lord must be given an opportunity to show men their 
duty and to work with their minds. No one is to bind himself to serve 
for a term of years under the direction of one group of men or in one 
specified branch of the Master’s work, for the Lord Himself will call 
men, as of old He called the humble fishermen, and will Himself give 
them instruction regarding their field of labor and the methods they 
should follow. He will call men from the plow and from other 
occupations, to give the last note of warning to perishing souls. There 
are many ways in which to work for the Master, and the Great Teacher 
will open the understanding of these workers, enabling them to see 
wondrous things in His word. 

RH Dec. 9, 1902 “God will carry on his work through wholly 
consecrated workman. If his ministers fail of representing Christ, He 
will turn to others, many of whom have not been prepared for the 
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work bya regular course of study, and will put a message into their 
lips, even the last message of warning. He will call men from their 
various employments, and at his. bidding, they will go forth to 
proclaim present truth” 
TM:300 “Unless those who can help in are aroused to a sense 
of their. duty, they will not recognize the work of God when the loud 
cry of the third angel shall be heard. When light goes forth to lighten 
the earth, instead of coming up to the help of the Lord, they will want 
to bind about His work to meet their narrow ideas. Let me tell you that 
the Lord will work in this last work ina manner very much out of the 
common order of things, and in a way that will be contrary to any 
human planning. There will be those among us who will always want 
to control the work of God, to dictate even what movements shall be 
made when the work goes forward under the direction of the angel 
who joins the third angel in the message to be given to the world. God 
will use ways and means by which it will be seen that He is taking the 
reins in His own hands. The workers will be surprised by the simple 
means that He will use to bring about and perfect His work of 
righteousness.” 
Corporate repentance and confession will come from those who sigh 
and cry for the corruption done in the church. 
5T:209,210 “The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its power. At 
the time when the danger and depression of the church are greatest, 
the little company who are standing in the light will be sighing and 
crying for the abominations that are done in the land. But more 
especially will their prayers arise in behalf of the church because its 
members are doing after the manner of the world.” 
These are the only ones on which the sealing angel of Ezekiel 9 can place 
the mark of God’s approval. 
Corporate confession and repentance will not come from those who do 
not strive for perfection of character. 
RH June 10,.1902 “Are we striving with all our power to attain to the 
stature of men and women in Christ? Are we seeking for his fullness, 
ever pressing toward the mark set before us — the perfection of his 
character? When the Lord’s people reach this mark, they will be sealed 
in their foreheads. Filled with the Spirit, they will be complete in 
Christ, and the recording angel will declare ‘It is finished.”” 
And so the heart cry for repentance of God’s true remnant, His faithful 
and loyal people, will bring the revival and reformation so long talked 
about and preached about. They will be the ones who will join in the Third 
Angel’s Message with their experience in Christ, and swell it to a loud cry. 
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RH Nov. 19, 1908 “The third angel’s message is to lighten the earth 
with its glory, but only those who have withstood temptation in the 
strength of the Mighty One will be permitted to act a part in 
proclaiming it when it shall have swelled into a loud cry.” 
When .God takes the reins into His own hands, He will pour out His 
Spirit in the latter rain on His faithful, loyal, and true church. Then, the 
work will go like fire in the stubble. 
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INSUBORDINATION IN THE CHURCH 


Laodicea is insubordinate to everything God has asked her to do in the 
five following great and important areas: 1) evangelism; 2) medical work; 
3) education; 4) publishing; and, 5) health message. Let us look at the 
Blueprint from Inspiration on these five areas: 


EVANGELISM ; 

TM:46 “While the Lord brings into the church those who are truly 
converted, Satan at the same time brings persons who are not 
converted into its fellowship. While Christ is sowing the good seed, 
Satan is sowing the tares. There are two opposing influences 
continually exerted on the members of the church. One influence is 

_ working for the purification of the church, and the other for the 
corrupting of the people of God.” 
RH May 21, 1901 “Only when the Church is composed of pure, 
unselfish members can it fulfill God’s purpose. Too much hasty work 
is done in adding names to the church roll. Serious defects are seen in 
the characters of some who join in the church, Those who admitthem 
say, We will first get them into the church and then reform them. But 
this is a mistake. The very first work to be done is the work of reform. 
Pray with them, talk with them, but do not allow them to unite with 
God’s people in church relationship until they give decided evidence 
that the Spirit of God is working on their hearts.” 
5T:31 “Our brethren permit their minds to take too narrow and too 
low a range. They do not keep the divine plan ever in view, but are 
fixing their eyes upon worldly models. Look up, where Christ sitteth 
at the right hand of God, and then labor that your pupils may be 
conformed to that perfect character.” See also 61:371, 61:70,71, and 
3T:404. 

The church growth program that we have adopted from the daughters of 
Babylon is an abomination to God, and our evangelism, to a great degree, 
is insubordinate to God’s plan. 

Could it be that we are trying to force God to do something He cannot 
do by our many programs to increase the membership of the church? 
Listen to God speak to the chuch of Laodicea: 

6T:371 “The Lord does not now work to bring many souls into the 

? truth, because of the church members who have never been converted 
and those who were once converted but. who have backsliden. What 
influence would these unconsecrated members have on new converts? 
Would they not make of no effect the God-given message which His 
people are to bear?” 


MEDICAL WORK 


57T:443 “There are many ways of practicing the healing art, but there 
is only one way that Heaven approves. God’s remedies are the simple 
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agencies of nature that will not tax or debilitate the system through 
their powerful properties. Pure air and water, cleanliness, a proper 
diet, purity of life, and a firm trust in God are remedies for the want of 
which thousands are dying; yet these remedies are going out of date 
because their skillful use requires work that the people do not 
appreciate. Fresh air, exercise, pure water, and clean, sweet premises 
are within the reach of all with but little expense; but drugs are 
expensive, both in the outlay of means and in the effect produced upon 
the system.” See also 9T;164, 168, 169, 175, 176. 
Today our sanitariums that God designed have become hospitals after 
the world’s design. See Appendix. 


EDUCATIONAL WORK 
FE:286 “In our institutions of learning there was to be exerted an 
influence that would counteract the influence of the world, and give no 
encouragement to indulgence in appetite, in selfish gratification of the 
senses, in pride, ambition, love of dress and display, love of praise and 
flattery, and strife for high rewards and honors as a recompense for 
good scholarship. All this was to be discouraged in our schools. It 
would be impossible to avoid these things, and yet send them to the 
public schools, where they would daily be brought incontact withthat _ 
which would contaminate their morals. All through the world there 
was so great a neglect of proper home training that the children found 
at the public schools, for the most part, were profligate, and steeped in 
vice. t 
“The work that we as a people were to do in this matter, was to 
establish a school, and do the work that Jesus Christ, fromthe pillar of 
cloud, had directed as the work of His people, — to train and educate 
our children and youth to regard the commandments of God.” 
FE:365 “To spend more time, to expend more money, is to do worse 
than to lose it; for those who seek to obtain an education at the 
expense of practical godliness are on the losing side.” 
FE:362 “The Lord is not pleased with encouraging these workers to 
spend years in accumulating knowledge which they will have no 
opportunity to impart. Precious youth, who ought to be laboring for 
God, have come to Battle Creek to receive an education, and to gaina 
better knowledge as to how to work. They ought to have been taught 
that which is essential ina very short period. They ought not to require 
years for their education before they can respond to the call, ‘Go work 
to-day in my vineyard.’ Instead of sending them forth as laborers after 
they have put in months and years at the College, they are advised to 
take other studies, and to make progress along additional lines. They 
are counseled to spend months and years in institutions where the 
truth is denied and controverted, and where error of a most specious, 
unscriptural character is insidiously introduced. These doctrines 
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become mingled with their studies. They become engrossed in 
advancing in educational lines, and they lose their love for Jesus; and 
before they know what is the matter withthem, they are far from God, 
and are all unprepared to respond to the command, ‘Go work to-day 
in my vineyard.’ The desire for missionary effort is. gone. They pursue 
their studies with an infatuation that closes the door to the entrance of 
Christ. When they graduate, and have full commission to go out as 
properly educated students, some have lost all burden for the work, 
and are far less prepared to engage in the service of God than when 
they came to Battle Creek at first.” 
God gave us the design of the schools of the prophets, and we copied the 
design of the world. What tragedy! See Appendix. 


PUBLISHING 
God planned to blanket the world with the three angels’ messages 
through the printed page. He was ready in 1888 but our presses were 


printing other things. Again our presses are involved with the 
printing of rice little story books but the literature and books that God 
designed are not going to the world like the leaves of autumn. Read 
9T:61-80, and Colporteur Ministry. 


HEALTH MESSAGE 
God gave us a health message to give to the world. Our “Life and 
Health” magazine, which once had a circulation of over one quarter of a 
million is now less than 50,000. We were to teach the world how to keep 
well with God’s plan of nutrition and how to get well through natural 
methods of healing. 
MM:259 “God’s blessing will rest upon every effort made to awaken 
an interest in health reform; for it is needed everywhere. There must be 
¢ a revival on this subject; for God purposes to accomplish much 
through this agency. Present temperance with all its advantages in 
reference to health. Educate people in the laws of life sothat they may 
know how to preserve health. The efforts actually put forth at present 
are not meeting the mind of God. Drug medication is a curse to this 
enlightened age.” 


MEDICAL MINISTRY < 
MM: 259,260 “Many might recover without one grain of medicine, if 
they would live out the laws of health. Drugs need seldom be used. It 
will require earnest, patient, protracted effort to establish the work 
and to carry it forward with hygienic principles. But let fervent prayer 
and faith be combined with your efforts, and you will succeed. By this 
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work you will be teaching the patients, and others also, how to take 
care of themselves when sick, without resorting to the use of drugs.” 

Today the Eastern religions, to a great degree, are carrying the health 
message to the world. What tragedy! 

Israel and Laodicea have the same disease. They knew not their 
condition. They did not know they were in insubordination. They thought 
everything was all right when everything was all wrong. 

It is insubordination that has kept us in this world. Listen to the 
sequence of these inspired statements. 

Ey:696 “For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut 
out ancient Israel from the land of Canaan. The same sins have 
delayed the entrance of modern Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In 
neither case were the promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the 
worldliness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord’s professed 
people that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many 
years.” (Ms:4, 1883) f 
“Charge It Not to God. — We may have to remain here in this world 
because of insubordination many more years, as did the children of 
Israel; but for Christ’s sake, His people should not add sin to sin by 
charging God with the consequence of their own wrong course of 
action.” (Letter 184, 1901) 


THE CHURCH HAS BEEN IN A WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE 
Ev:694 “Deferred in Mercy. — The long night of gloom is trying, but 
the morning is deferred in mercy, because if the Master should come, 
so many would be found unready. God’s unwillingness to have His 
people perish, has been the reason of so long delay.” (Testimonies, 
vol. 2, p. 194 1868) 

“The Work Might Have Been Done. — Had the purpose of God been 
carried out by His people in giving to the world the message of mercy, 
Christ would, ere this, have come to the earth, and the saints would 
have received their welcome into the city of God.” (Testimonies, vol. 6, 
p. 450 1900) 

“T know that if the people of God had preseea a living connection 
with Him, if they had obeyed His Word, they would today be in the 
heavenly Canaan.” (GCB, March 30, 1903) 


“Satan Has Stolen a March on Us. — If every watchman on the walls 
of Zion had given the trumpet a certain sound, the world might ere 
have heard the message of warning. But the work is years behind. 
While men have slept, Satan has stolen a march upon us.” (Testi- 
monies, vol. 9, p. 29, 1909) 
The only hope for Laodicea is to recognize her sickness and confess, 
repent, and forsake her sins. 
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THE CURE FOR INSUBORDINATION 


Psalm 32:5 “I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have 
I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and 
thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.” 

DUTY OF CONFESSION © 
RH Dec. 16, 1890 “If you indulge stubbornness of heart, and through 
pride and self-righteousness do not confess your faults, you will be left 
subject to Satan’s temptations. If when the Lord reveals your errors 
you do not repent.or make confession, his providence will bring you 
over the ground again and again. You will be left to make mistakes of a 
similar character, you will continue to lack wisdom, and will call sin 

. righteousness, and righteousness sin. The multitude of deceptions that 
will prevail in these last days will encircle you, and you will change 
leaders, and not know that you have done so. 

“The time is at hand when every secret thing shall be brought into 
judgment, and then there will be many confessions made that astonish 
the world. The secrets of all hearts will be revealed. THE 
CONFESSION OF SIN WILL BE MOST PUBLIC. The sad part of 
it is that confession then made will be too late to benefit the wrong- 
doer or to save others from deception. It only testifies that his 
condemnation is just. He gained nothing by his pride and self- 
sufficiency and stubbornness, for his own life was embittered, he 
ruined his own character so that he was not a fit subject for heaven, 
and by his influence he led others to ruin.” 
3T:272 “Confessions of sins made at the right time to relieve the 
people of God wil be accepted of Him. But there are those among us 
who will make confessions, as did Achan, too late to save themselves.” 
8T:146 “Unless there is a decided reformation among the people of 
God, He will turn His face from them.” 
CLEANSING OF THE CAMP 
There can be no lasting reformation until there is a cleansing of the 
camp. Moses had to cleanse the camp before the covenant was made with 

God at Sinai. Ezra had to cleanse the camp before he renewed the 

convenant with God. Cleansing the camp will be a very painful experience. 

But it must be done before there can be a lasting reformation. 

SIN MUST BE CALLED SIN ‘ 
3T:260 “The people of God must see their wrongs and arouse to 
zealous repentence. . . I was shown that the pointed testimony must 
live in the church... Wrongs must be .. . called sin, and iniquity must 
be met promptly and decidedly, and put away from us as a people.” 

< Isaiah 58:1 “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” 
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5T:222 “Today sin is cherished and excused .. . A religious life once 
presented difficulties and demanded self-denial. Allis made easy now. 
And why is this? The professed people of God have compromised with 
the power of darkness. There must be a revival of the strait testimony.” - 


3T:269 “If the leaders of the church neglect to diligently search outthe © 
sins which bring the displeasure of God upon the body, they become 
responsible for their sins.” 


3T:265 “One sinner may diffuse darkness that will exclude the light of 
God from the entire congregation.” 


5T:676 “The plain, strait testimony must live in the church, or the 
curse of God will rest upon His people as surely as it did upon ancient 
Israel because of their sins.” 

MANY RISE UP AGAINST IT 
EW:270 “I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was 
shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by 
the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its 
effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the 
standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this 
straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will 
cause a shaking among God’s people.” 

WE NEED THIS STRAIGHT TESTIMONY 
5T:726 “The Lord hasshown me that men in responsible positions are 
standing directly in the way of His work because they think the work 
must be done and the blessing must come in a certain way... When 
men shall cease to place themselves in the way, God will be among us 
as never before.” 


To cleanse the camp there must be decided reformation 


5T:81 “Many a star that we have admired for brilliancy will then go 
out in darkness.” 


5T:80 “In the last solemn work few great men will be engaged.” 


CH:395 “He will call men from the plow and from other occupations, 
to give the last note of warning to perishing souls.” ; 


Only when the camp is cleansed can God’s true leaders LEAD us into a 
convenant relationship with God. 


THE COVENANT RELATIONSHIP 

The Church must be brought to the Convenant Relationship by Faith in 
our leader, Jesus Christ — “ALL THESE THINGS WE WILL DO.” 
Insubordination can be turned to FULL OBEDIENCE through the 
MESSAGE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH. 
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The following statements concerning Exodus 19 show the urgency of 
this hour: 1BC 1103: 
“3. Ancient Instruction to Be Studied. — The instructions given to 
Moses for ancient Israel, with their sharp, rigid outlines, are to be 
studied and obeyed by the people of God today. (Letter 259, 1903) 
Moses, the visible leader of the 
Israelites, was admitted into the secret councils of the Most High. The 
people were given evidence that Moses did indeed talk with God, 
receiving from Him the instruction given them. (Ibid.) 
“3-8. God’s Covenant Our Refuge. — The covenant that God made 
with His people at Sinai is to be our refuge and Cask se. The Lord said 
to Moses: — 
“Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of 
Israel; Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and howI bare you — 
on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye 
will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.’ 
““And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid 
before their faces all these words.’ 
““And all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord 
hath spoken we will do.’ 
“This covenant is of just as much force today as it was when the Lord ~ 
made it with ancient Israel. (SW March 1, 1904) 





“7,8 (quoted) (Isa. 56:5). A Pledge to the Covenant. — This is the 
pledge that God’s people are to make in these last days. Their 
acceptance with God depends on a faithful fulfillment of the terms of 
their agreement with Him. God includes in His covenant all who will 
obey Him. To all who will do justice and judgment, keeping their hand 
from doing any evil, the promise is, “Even unto them will I give in mine 
house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and 
of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut 
off” (RH June 23, 1904), 
THE LAODICEANS MUST RENEW THE COVENANT 

1T:140 “I saw that the Israel of God must arise and renew their 
strength in God by renewing and keeping their covenant.” 

FILB 304, RH Jan. 21, 1890 “If we would come into possession of the 
heavenly inheritance, the glorious eternal substance, we must be in 
covenant relationship with God.” 

5T:217 “The Church has turned back from following Christ her leader 
and is steadily retreating toward Egypt.” 

A similar and even more striking illustration is given in the experience of 
~ Nehemiah as recorded in Neh. 9:38; 10:1; 10:28,29: 




















“And because of all this we makea sure covenant, and write it: and our - 
princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it. Now those that sealed were, 
Nehemiah, the Tirshatha (“the Governor,”) . . . every one having 
knowledge, and having understanding; They clave to their brethren, 
their nobles and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in 
God’s law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to 
observe and do all the commandments of the Lord our Lord, and His 
judgments and His statutes; .. .” 


Sister White commented upon the above experience as follows: 


PK:669,673-675 ‘“Solemnly and publicly the people of Judah had 
pledged themselves to obey the law of God. But when the influence of 


. Ezra and Nehemiah was for a time withdrawn, there were many who 


departed from the Lord... As he set before them God’s commands 
and threatenings, and the fearful judgments visited on Israel in the 
past for this very sin, their consciences were aroused, and a work of 
reformation was begun that turned away God’s threatened anger, and 
brought His approval and blessing . . . In the work of reform to be 
carried forward today, there is need of men who, like Ezra and 
Nehemiah, will not palliate or excuse sin, nor shrink from 
vindicating the honor of God. Those upon whom rests the burden of 
this work, will not hold their peace when wrong is done, neither will 
they cover evil with a cloak of false charity. They will remember that 
God is no respector of persons, and that severity to a few may prove 
mercy to many. They will remember also that in the one who rebukes 
evil, the Spirit of Christ should ever be revealed.” 

PK:675,676 “In their work, Ezra and Nehemiah humbled themselves 
before God, confessing their sins and the sins of their people, and 
entreating pardon as if they themselves were the offenders . . . The 
success attending Nehemiah’s efforts shows what prayer, faith and 
wise, energetic action will accomplish. Nehemiah was not a priest; he 
was not a prophet; he made no pretension to high title. He was a 
reformer raised up for an important time. It was his aim to set his 


- people right with God. Inspired with a great purpose, he bent every 


a) 
f 


energy of his being to its accomplishment. High, unbending integrity 
marked his efforts. As he came into contact with eviland opposition to 
right, he took so determined a stand that the people were roused to 
labor with fresh zeal and courage. They could not but recognize his 


) loyalty, his patriotism, and his deep love for God; and seeing this, they 


' were willing to follow where he led.” 


PK:676 “Industry in a God-appointed duty is an important part of 
true religion. Men should seize circumstances as God’s instruments 
with which to work His will. Prompt and decisive action at the right 
time will gain glorious triumphs, while delay and neglect result in 
failure and dishonor to God. If the leaders in the cause of truth show 
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no zeal, if they are indifferent and purposeless, the church will be 
careless, indolent, and pleasure-loving; but if they are filled with holy 
purpose to serve God and Him alone, the people will be united, 
hopeful, eager.” 

In 3BC:1139 (SW June 7, 1904) Sister White wrote concerning 

Nehemiah’s experience as it relates to us today in the following: 

“It would be a scene well-pleasing to God and angels, would His 
professed followers in this generation unite as did Israel of old, 
(referring especially to the revival in the days of Nehemiah), in a 
solemn Covenant ‘to observe and do all the commandments of the 
lord our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes.’” 

Again in 3BC:1438 (RH May 2, 1899) she wrote: 
“In the ninth chapter of Nehemiah the works of the Lord in behalf of 
His people are recorded. The sins of the people in turning from God 
are pointed out. These sins had separated them from God, and He had 
permitted them to be brought under the control of heathen nations. 
This history has been recorded for our benefit. What has been will be, 
and we need to look to God for counsel. We must not trust to th 
ceunsel of men.” ‘ 
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HOPE FOR LAODICEA 


The only hope for the Laodiceansis that they will see and admit that they 
are spiritually bankrupt. This will be seen in the following counsel from the 
Lord: 

41:87 “The only hope for the Laodiceans is a clear view of their 
standing before God, a knowledge of the nature of their disease.” 
61:408 “Could the curtain be rolled back, could you discern the 
purposes of God, and the judgments that are about to fall upon a 
doomed world, could you see your own attitude, you would fear and 
tremble for your own souls, and for the souls of your fellow men. 
Earnest prayers of heart-rending anguish would go upto heaven. You 
would weep between the porch and the altar, confessing your spiritual 
blindness and backsliding.” 

1T:181 “The testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. 
The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs, has 
been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must 
work deep repentance, and all who truly receive it, will obey it and be 
purified.” 

When Laodicea sees its spiritual poverty, when they seek God with all 
their heart and soul, then there will be spiritual revival of primitive 
Godliness like the days of the apostles. 

Jer. 29:13 “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when yeshall search for 
me with all your heart.” 
GC:48 “There is another and more important question that should 
engage the attention of the churches of today. The apostle Paul 
declares that ‘all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.’ 2 Timothy 3:12. Why is it, then, that persecution seems in 
a great degree to slumber? The only reason is that the church has 
conformed to the world’s standard and therefore awakens no 
Opposition. The religion which is current in our day is not of the pure 
and holy character that marked the Christian faith in the days of 
Christ and His apostles. It is only because of the spirit of compromise 
with sin, because the great truths of the word of God are so 
indifferently regarded, because there is so little vital godliness in the 
church, that Christianity is apparently so popular with the world. Let 
there be a revival of the faith and power of the early church, and the 
' spirit of persecution will be revived, and the fires of persecution will be 
rekindled.” 
Luke 6:22,23 “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they 
shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and 
cast out your nameas evil, forthe Son of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that 
day, and leap for joy; for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in 
the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.” 
The Laodicean message is a call to be a separate, peculiar people. 
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Ex. 33:16 “For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people 
have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so 
shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are 
upon the face of the earth.” : ' 

2 Cor. 6:17 “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you.” 

4SG:5 “I saw decided efforts should be made to show those who are 
unchristian in their lives, their wrongs, and if they do not correct their - 
lives, they should be separated from the precious and holy, that God 
may have a clean and pure people that He can delight in. Dishonor 
Him not by linking the clean with the unclean.” 

1 Peter 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” 


Titus 2:14 “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.” 
THE END OF LAODICEA 
The Laodiceans, if they remain in their deplorable, know-not, unsaved 
condition, will eventually join with the spirit of the Babylon churches and 
become the worst enemies and persecutors of God’s people. 
8T:41 “Standard after standard was left to trail in the dust, as 
company after company from the Lord’s army joined the foe, and 
tribe after tribe from the ranks of the enemy united with the 
commandment-keeping people of God.” 


See 5T:136, 5T:563, GC:608, 5T:477, 1SM: 121,122. 


THE LAODICEAN IS UNSAFE TO SAVE 
Then without question, from all the evidence given, the Laodicean 
refuses to buy the gold tried in the fire, which is the faith of Jesus and the 
love of Jesus. Without this cure he is unsafe to save. He is spewed out, lost 
for eternity. What tragedy! 
5T:233 “Again and again has the voice from heaven addressed you. 
Will you obey this voice? Will you heed the counsel of the True 
Witness? .. . The gold is faith and love, the white raiment is the 
righteousness of Christ, the eyesalve is that spiritual discernment 
which will enable you to see the wiles of Satan and shun them, to 
detect sin and abhor it, to see truth and obey it.” 
1T:144 “Some, I saw, would gladly return. Others will not let the 
message to the Laodicean church have its weight upon them. They will 
glide along, much after the same manner as before, and will be spewed 
out of the mouth of the Lord.” 
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WILL THE CANDLESTICK BE REMOVED? 
RH July 16, 1895 “But, O, sad picture! those who do not submit to the 
influences of the Holy Spirit soon lose the blessings received when 
they acknowledged the truth as from Heaven. They fall into a cold, 
spiritless formality; they lose their interest in perishing souls; they 
have ‘left their first love’. And Christ says unto them, ‘Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.’ He will take his Holy 
Spirit from the church, and give it to others who will appreciate it. 
There is no greater evidence that those who have received great light 
do not appreciate that light, than is given by their refusal to let their 
light shine upon those who are in darkness, and devoting their time 
and energies in celebrating forms and ceremonies. Thoughts of the 
inner work, the necessary purity of heart, are not entertained. The 
absence of harmony with God becomes apparent. The light grows 
dim, goes out; the candlestick has been removed. There is much 
exercising of man-made authority by those to whom God-has not 
given his wisdom because they did not feel the need of the wisdom 
from.above. This wisdom, ‘first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be 
entreated,. full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy,’ is contrary to their disposition. They have not the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, with which the believer in Jesus 
should be adorned. They do not represent the meek and lowly 
Carpenter of Nazareth. They set aside as of little value that which God 
has said ‘is of great price.’” 
RH Feb. 25, 1902 “I am instructed to say that these words [of Rev. 
2:4,5] are applicable to Seventh-day Adventist churches in their 
present condition. The love of God has been lost, and this means the 
absence of love for one another. Self, self, self, is cherished and is 
striving for supremacy. How long is this to continue. Unless there is a 
reconversion there will soon be such a lack of Godliness that the 
churches will be represented by the barren fig tree. Great light has been 
given her. She has had abundant opportunity for bearing much fruit. 
But selfishness has come in. And God says, ‘I will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.’” 
RH Aug. 1, 1893 “And thou Capernaum [Seventh-day Adventists 
‘who have had great light], which are exhalted unto heaven [in point of 
privilege], shall be brought down to hell. For if the mighty works, 
which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for thee.” 
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THE URGENCY OF THE MESSAGE 


The Laodicean message must be given to the Seventh-day Adventist 

church now. 
SpT, Series B, No. 2:14, 20 (1904) “At this time, the Laodicean 
message is to be given, to arouse a slumbering church .. . The 
Laodicean message must be given with earnestness and power, as a 
message from heaven. If it be ignored, the Lord will certainly cast 
away from Him those whose spirtual condition is so objectionable.” 
8T:297 “The Lord calls for a renewal of the straight testimony borne 
in past years. He calls for a renewal of spiritual life. The spiritual 
energies of His people have long been torpid, but there is to be a 
resurrection from apparent death.” 
1T:187 “If the professed people of God find their hearts opposed to 
this straight work, it should convince them that they havea workto do 
to overcome it, if they would not be spewed out. . . If any will not be 
purified through obeying the truth, and overcome their selfishness, 
their pride, and evil passions, the angels of God have the charge, ‘They 
are joined to their idols, let them alone;’ and they pass on to their 
work, leaving these with their sinful traits unsubdued, to the control of 
evil angels. Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, 
and overcome, be the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the 
‘True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain.” 
3T:259 “This message must be borne to a lukewarm church by God’s 
servants. It must arouse His people from their security and dangerous 
deception in regard to their real standing before God.” 
61:77 “The warning for the LAST CHURCH also must be 
proclaimed to all who claim to be Christians. The Laodicean message, 
like a sharp, two-edged sword, must go to all the churches. . . Itis our 
work to proclaim this message.” 


JOHN THE BAPTIST’S MESSAGE 
The Laodicean message is more pointed. It is a greater call to 
repentance, of pointing out of the sins of the church. 
1T:321 “In this fearful time, just before Christ is to come the second 
time, God’s faithful preachers will have to bear a still’ more pointed 
testimony than was borne by John the Baptist. A responsible, 
important work is before them; and those who speak smooth things, 
God will not acknowledge as His shepherds. A fearful woe is upon 
them.” 
Listen to these inspired statements: 
3T:265,266 “If wrongs are apparent among His people, and if the 
servants of God pass on indifferent to them, they virtually sustain and 
justify the sinner, and are alike guilty and will just as surely receive the 
displeasure of God; for they will be made responsible for the sins of the 


guilty.” 
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RH Dee. 23, 1890 “Unless these evils which bring the displeasure of 
God are corrected in its members, the whole church stands 
accountable for them.” 
THIS IS AN EMERGENCY 
The end is here and the reason the latter rain does not fall upon the 
church is because of its unholy condition. God help us now to seek Him 
with all our hearts that we may be filled with the Holy Spirit and endure to 
the end and be saved. 


A WORD OF WARNING 


For a number of years a wave of liberalism has rolled over the church. 
The standards which God gave us in our beginnings are trailing. in the dust. 
See 81:41. 

5T:222 “A religious life once presented difficulties and demanded self- 
denial. All is made very easy now. And why is this? The professed 
people of God have compromised with the power of darkness. 
There must be a revival of the strait testimony. The path to heaven is 
no smoother now than in the days of our Saviour. All our sins must be 
put away. Every darling indulgence that hinders our religious life must 
be cut off.” 

This liberal situation has developed largely because of our compromise 
with the education of the world. It has infiltrated every institution, and 
occupied our pulpits, and now to a great degree has infiltrated even our 
pews on Sabbath morning. 

Three hundred years before Christ the Hebrew leaders, at the invitation 
of Alexander the Great, began sending their bright minds to the university 
at Alexandria. They came home with Hellenistic minds and taught other 
young people Hellenism. The Sadducees became the Hellenistic party and 
finally to a great degree controlled Hebrew education. In the last analysis it 
was Hellenism that killed Christ. 

Has the same thing happened to Adventism? Hellenism and humanism 
are based onthesame principles; and the educational system of the world is 
based on humanism. God gave us a Blueprint, but We have copied the 
world. 

In the mid 50’s a few eager men, wanting to remove the stigma of cultism 
from Adventism, reached across the gulf to get the hand of the 
Evangelicals. We were accepted by the Evangelicals after we had 
convinced them that we had changed our position on two main doctrinal 
points: (1) The atonement was completed at the cross, and (2) The belief 
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that Christ took the unfallen nature of Adam before the fall. 

Compromise on these two points, so clearly stated in the book 
“Questions on Doctrine,” is the cause of most of the doctrinal heresies in 
the church in the last few years. 

This compromise also created the “New Theology,” FaNioen is preaching 
that sin cannot be overcome because it is impossible to keep the law, and 
that justification is everything and sanctification is of very little 
importance in salvation. These are only logical conclusions if you accept 
the doctrines that the atonement was finished at Calvary and that Jesus 
had the unfallen nature of Adam before the fall. 

If Jesus had a nature different from mine, then He cannot be my 
example, my substitute. He could keep the Law perfectly, but I cannot. 
Then forensic justification becomes the substitution for justification: by 
faith, and man can be saved in sin and not from sin. See Matt. 1:21. 

This is the reason that many in the “New Theology” have given up the 
Sabbath. If you cannot keep the law, then, of course, it is impossible to 
keep the Sabbath. 

This “know not” condition of Laodicea has brought us into a deplorable 
situation. For many years many of the good conservative Seventh-day 
Adventists have been overwhelmed at the lack of concern on the part of 
leadership over this liberal movement. 

A word of warning to the faithful and loyal: Be careful not to be swept 
away into a fanatical movement. The Devil has swept many away into 
liberalism. He will now bring a wave of fanatacism from the other side to 
wash away those who are left standing in the middle of the bridge, who are 
dismayed at the liberal condition of the church. He does not care which 
side you go off on. Fanaticism is just as dangerous as liberalism. Mrs. 
White met it in her day. She has told us that before the end, it will come 
again to the church. That day must be just before us now. 

71:219 “The time has come when everything is to be shaken that can 
be shaken, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.” See 
also 9T:15, 16. 

Let us remember that the Laodicean condition is even more dangerous 
than liberalism or fanaticism. The Laodicean is not concerned about 
anything but his material things. He is increased in goods and feels no 
need. 

May God help us now to pray and study, to seek for God with.all our 
heart and soul. He who does anything less than this will be lost. 

Jer. 29:13 “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart.” 
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APPENDIX 
OUR UNFINISHED TASK 


“God has given to every man his work. Let us each wait on God, and 
he will teach us how to work and what work we are best adapted to 
perform... The workers should be in harmony withthe truth and with 
their brethren. There should be counsel and co-operation :.. Look not 
to man for guidance, but to the God of Israel. 
“The work which the church has failed to do in a time of peace and 
prosperity she will have to do in a terrible crisis under most 
discouraging, forbidding circumstances. The warning that worldly 
conformity has silenced or withheld must be given under the fiercest 
Opposition from enemies of the faith. And at that time the superficial, 
conservative class, whose influence has steadily retarded the progress 
of the work, will renounce the faith and take their stand with its 
avowed enemies, toward whom their sympathies have been tending. 
These apostates will then manifest the most bitter enmity, doing all in 
their power to oppress and malign their former brethren and to excite 
indignation against them. This day is just before us... 

“As Christ’s ambassador I would arouse you to labor as you never 
labored before. Your duty cannot be shifted upon another. No one but 
yourself can do your work... Eternity stretches before us. The curtain 
is about to be lifted ... Do you believe the declarations of eternaltruth 
concerning what is about to come upon the earth, do you believe that 
GOD’S JUDGMENTS are hanging over the people, and can youstill 
sit at ease, indolent, careless, pleasure loving? 

“It is no time now for God’s people to be fixing their affections or 
laying up their treasure in the world. The time is not far distant, when, 
like the early disciples, we shall be forced to seek a REFUGE IN 
DESOLATE AND SOLITARY PLACES. As the siege of Jerusalem 
by the Roman armies was the signal for flight to the Judean 
Christians, so the assumption of power on the part of our nation inthe 
DECREE ENFORCING THE PAPAL SABBATH will bea warning 
to us. It will then betime to leave the LARGE CITIES, preparatory to 
leaving the SMALLER ONES for RETIRED HOMES IN 
SECLUDED PLACES AMONG THE MOUNTAINS. And now, 
instead of seeking expensive dwellings here, we should be preparing to 
move to a better country, ... God has a work for His colaborersto do 
in the cities.” 5T:462-465. 

“The time is coming when we CANNOT SELL AT ANY PRICE. The 
decree will soon go forth prohibiting men to buy or sell of any man 
save him that hath the mark of the beast.” 5T:152 

“In the LAST GREAT CONFLICT of the controversy with Satan’ 
those who are loyal to God will see every earthly support cut off. 
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Because they refuse to break His law in obedience to earthly powers, 
they will be forbidden to buy or sell.” DA:121,122. 

“Foreign nations will follow the example ofthe United States. Though 
she leads out, yet the SAME CRISIS will come upon our people in all 
parts of the world... As trials thicken around us, both separation and 
unity will be seen in our ranks. Some who are now ready to take up 
weapons of warfare will in times of real peril make it manifest that they 
have not built upon the solid rock; they will yield to temptation. Those 
who have had great light and precious privileges but have not 
improved them, will, under one pretext or another, go out from us. 
Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken in the 
delusions of the enemy, they will give heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of devils, and will depart from the faith. But, on the other 
hand, when the STORM OF PERSECUTION really breaks upon us, 
the true sheep will hear the true Shepherd’s voice. Self-denying efforts 
- will be put forth to save the lost, and many who havestrayed from the 
fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd. The people of God 
will draw together and present to the enemy a united front.” 
6T:395,400,401 

“The great General is not only leading a few soldiers; but the Captain 
of the Lord’s host is leading the armies of both heaven and earth to 
battle; they are marching on to a glorious victory. Every soldier is to 
put on the whole armor of God, and fight courageously, realizing that 
he is battling in full view of the invisible universe. If the Lord’s army 
will obey orders, they will find themselves influenced by the Holy 
Spirit to work the works of God . . . The work of God is retarded by 
CRIMINAL UNBELIEF in his power to use the common people to 
carry forward his work successfully . .. Christ himself is the renewing 
power, working in and through every soldier by the agency of the Holy 
Spirit. Every individual is to become an instrument in. his hands to 
work for the salvation of souls. Not one who desires to labor for the 
Master is to be refused a place, if he is a true follower of Christ. Every 
one has his responsibilities to bear in the cause of Christ. The 
efficiency of the Spirit of God will make effective the labors ofall who 
are willing to submit to his guidance... 

“The minister and the church-members are to unite as one person in 
laboring for the upbuilding-and prosperity of the church. Every one 
who is a true soldier in the army of the Lord will be an earnest, sincere, 
efficient worker, laboring to advance the interests of Christ’s kingdom 
... All through our ranks, individual talent has been sadly neglected. . 
. Many have willing hands and hearts, but they are discouraged from 
putting their energies into the work. They are criticised if they tryto do 
anything, and finally allow their talents to lie dormant for fear of 
criticism, when if they were encouraged to use them, the work would 
be advanced, and workers would be added to the force of 
missionaries.” RH July 16 and 9, 1895 (See 9T:259; 71:26). 
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“We as a people have NOT ACCOMPLISHED the work which God 
has committed to us. We are NOT READY FOR THE ISSUE to 
which the enforcement of the SUNDAY LAW will bring us. It is our 
duty, as we see the signs of approaching peril, to arouse to action. Let 
none sit in calm expectation of the evil, comforting themselves with 
the belief that this work must go on because prophecy has foretold it, 
and that the Lord will shelter His people. We are not doing the will of 
God if we sit in quietude, doing nothing to preserve liberty of 
conscience. Fervent, effectual prayer should be ascending to heaven 
that this calamity may be deferred until we can accomplish the work 
which has so long been neglected. Let there be most earnest prayer, 
and then LET US WORK IN HARMONY with our prayers... It may 
be that a respite may yet be granted for God’s people to awake and let 
their light shine.” 51:713,714. 

“The work of the people of God is to PREPARE FOR THE EVENTS 
OF THE FUTURE, which will soon come upon them with blinding 
force.” 2SM:142 (Letter 26, 1903). 

“A power from beneath is working to bring about THE LAST — 
GREAT SCENES in the drama — Satan coming as Christ, and 
working with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in those who are 
binding themselves together in secret societies. Those who are yielding 
to the passion for confederation are working out the plans of the 
enemy. The cause will be followed by the effect. 

“Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the world, 
and A GREAT TERROR is soon to come upon human beings. The 
end is very near. We who know the truth should be PREPARING for 
what is soon to break upon the world as an OVERWHELMING 
SURPRISE.” 8T:28. 

“May God help His people to arouse and walk and work as men and 
women on the borders of the eternal world. Soon an AWFUL 
SURPRISE is coming upon the inhabitants of the world. Suddenly, 
with power and great glory, Christ will come. Then there will be no 
time to prepare to meet Him. Now is the time for us to give the warning 
message.” 8T:37. 

“But ere long there will be such strife and confusion in the cities that 
those who wish to leave them will not be able. We must be 
PREPARING FOR THESE ISSUES. This is the light that is given 
me.” 2SM:142 (GCB, April 6, 1903). 

“I see the necessity of MAKING HASTE to get all things ready for 
THE CRISIS.” 2SM:359 (Letter 90, 1897). 

“A CRISIS is soon to come in regard to the observance of Sunday.. 
If in the providence of God we can secure places away from the piles 
the Lord would have us do this. There are TROUBLOUS TIMES 
before us.” 2SM:359 (Ms 99, 1908). 
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MODERN ISRAEL TO LEARN FROM ANCIENT ISRAEL 
“God would have us study the history of his dealing with men and 
nations in the past that we may learn to respect and obey his messages, 
that we may take heed to his warnings and counsels.” RH Nov. 5, 1889 
(Supplement to Christian Education, p. 5). 

“The work of God in the earth presents, from age to age, a striking 
similarity in every great reformation or religious movement. The 
principles of Gcd’s dealing with men are ever the same. T he important 
movements of the present have their parallel in those of the past, and 
the experience of the church in former ages has lessons of great value 
for our own time.” GC:343. 
“For His church in every generation God oa a special truth and a 
special work.” COL:78. 
“Satan’s snares are laid for us as verily as they were laid for the 
children of Israel just prior to their entrance into the land of Canaan. 
We are repeating the history of that people. Lightness, vanity, love of 
ease and pleasure, selfishness, and impurity are increasing among us. 
There is need now of men who are firm and fearless in declaring the 
whole counsel of God; men who will not sleep as do others, but watch 
and be sober... 
“It is your work to study and to imitate the Pattern... 
“If we desire to reform others we must ourselves practice the principles 
which we would enforce upon them . . .” 5T:160. 
“There is a great similarity between our history and that of the 
children of Israel.” 41:27. 
“Arouse the people to see how far they have departed from the Lord’s 
ordinances by adopting worldly policy and conforming to worldly 
principles. These have brought them into transgression of God’s law.” 
6T:54. 
“The Lord desires His people to have a right understanding of the 
work to be done and, as faithful stewards, to move forward wisely in 
the investment of means.” 7T:99 (Ms 109-1902). 
“In this age of the world He has given His people much light and 
instruction in regard to how His work is to be carried forward, — on 
an elevated, refined, ennobling basis; and He is displeased with those 
who in their service do not carry out His design. He will separate such 
men from His cause, and prove others, who, if self-sufficient, will in 
turn be replaced by still other laborers.” 3BC:1129 (Ms 81, 1900). 

. the Lord’s direct and explicit command, . . . follow the exact plan 
marked out by God, . . .” PP:71,72. 
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EDUCATION 

“Now, as never before, we need to understand the TRUE SCIENCE 
OF EDUCATION. If we fail to understand this we shall never havea 
place in the kingdom of God.” Journal of True Education, Feb. 1947 
(Christian Educator, August, 1897). 

“But no man can understand the TRUE SCIENCE OF 
EDUCATION, only as God in His wisdom shall through the Holy 
Spirit sanctify his observation.” CT:376. 

“Human reasoning alone, can never explain the SCIENCE OF 
EDUCATION, Spiritual Ot ig required to understand what the 


true higher education is. It is the education gained by searching the 
Scriptures, but it is strangely neglected.” RH July 3, 1900. 


“By some, education is placed. next to religion, but TRUE 
EDUCATION is religion.” CT:108, 

“We must come into the line of [RUE EDUCATION...” SpT, Series 
B, No. 11:30 (1907, 1908). 

“God does not want our schools to be conducted on sterotyped human 
plans, as many are now being conducted. He would have us beware of 
human precision, of making a line on which everyone must tread. A 
different element must be brought into our schools. Wrong maxims 
and methods of teaching, which have been looked upon as wholly 
essential, have been followed.” The Advocate, January, 1899. 

“The system of grading is sometimes a hindrance to the pupil’s real 
progress... The system et confining children rigidly to grades is not 
wise.” CT: 177. 

“TRUE EDUCATION is not the forcing of instruction on an unready 
and unreceptive mind. The mental powers must be awakened, the 
interest aroused.” Ed:41. 

“I would not in any case counsel restriction of the education to which 
God has set no limit . . . But I would advise restriction in following 
those methods of education which imperil the soul and defeat the 
purpose for which time and money is spent.” FE:350. 

“Even in seeking a preparation for God’s service, many are turned 
aside by wrong methods of education. Life is too generally regarded as 
made up of distinct periods, the period of learning and the period of 
doing — of preparation and of achievement.” Ed:265. 

“Give students a start, but do not feel that it is your duty to carry them 
year after year... They cannot afford to wait until their education is 
considered complete.” FE:338,359. 

“I am instructed to say, Prepare places where will be given TRUE 
EDUCATION free from deceptive theories. Let the plain words of 
Christ, uncontaminated by false science, be taught. It will require no 
elaborate preparations to engage sincerely, humbly, prayerfully in this 
work.” ULLM:284 (Ms 37, 1906). 
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“Now, as never before, we need to understand the TRUE SCIENCE 
OF EDUCATION. If we fail to understand this we shall never have a 
place in the kingdom of God.” Journal of True Education, Feb., 1947 
(Christian Educator, August, 1897). 

“For this reason, God bids us ESTABLISH SCHOOLS AWAY 
FROM THE CITIES, where, without let or hindrance, we can carry 
on the work of education upon plans that are in harmony with the 
solemn message that is committed to us for the world. Such an 
education as this can best be worked out where there is land to 
cultivate, and where the physical exercise taken by the students can be 
of such a nature as to act a valuable part in their character-building, 
and to fit them for usefulness in the fields to which they shall go. . . 
“TI have been shown in our educational work we arenot to follow the 
methods that have been adopted in our older established schools. 
There is among us too much clingingto old customs, and... we are far 
behind where we should be in the development of the third angel’s 
message. Because men could not comprehend the purpose of God in 
the plans laid before us forthe education of the workers, methods have 
been followed in some of our schools which have retarded rather than 
advanced the work of God ...”SpT, Series B, No. 11:28, (1907, 1908). 
“The-wants of the cause will continually increase as we near the close 
of time .. . ALL SCHOOLS AMONG US WILL SOON BE 
CLOSED UP. How much more might have been done had man 
obeyed the requirements of Christian beneficence!” 57:156. 

“Our SCHOOLS and SANITARIUMS should be in close co- 
operation, that our youth may be educated in a knowledge of the 
truth, and at the same time be enlightened in regard to the care of the 
sick. Wherever there is an important training-school, there, if 
possible, should be a sanitarium. The students are to be educated in 
right habits of living. It means a great deal to establish a school and 
conduct it in such a way that it will meet with God’s approval. 
“We are to understand the importance of THIS WORK, and to reason 
from cause to effect. We are to work as Christ worked. Weare to learn 
to talk to the people intelligently and with power...” RH Jan. 21, 1909 
(Sermon preached at Oakland, Cal., Sabbath morning, Sept. 5, 1908). 
“Through the first disciples a divine gift was proffered to Israel; the 
faithful evangelist today will do a similar work in every city where our 
missionaries enter. It is a work which to some extent we have tried to 
do in connection with some of our sanitariums, but a much wider 
experience in these lines is to be gained. 

“Cannot our conference presidents open the way for the students in 
our schools to engage in this LINE OF WORK? Again and again it has 
been presented to me that ‘there should be COMPANIES 
ORGANIZED and educated most thoroughly to work as nurses; as 
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evangelists, as ministers, as canvassers, as gospel students, to perfecta 
character after the divine similitude.’ There is a grand work to be done 
in relieving suffering humanity, and through the labors of students 
who are receiving an education and training to become efficient 
medical missionaries, the people living in many cities may become 
acquainted with the truths of the third angel’s message. Consecrated 
leaders and teachers of experience should go out with these young 
workers, at first, giving them instruction how to labor.” CH:541,542. 
“Time is too short now to accomplish that which might have been 
done in past generations, But even in these last days we can do much to 
correct the existing evils in the education of youth. And because time 
is short, we should be in earnest and work zealously to give the young 
an education consistent with our faith. We are reformers.” 
6T:179,180. 

“This land about the school is to be reserved as the school farm. .. The 
school farm is to be regarded as a lessonbook in nature from which the 
teachers may draw their object lessons. 

“Many young people will come to school who desire a training in 
industrial lines. The industrial instruction should include the keeping 
of accounts, carpentry, and everything that is comprehended in 
farming. Preparation should also be made for teaching blacksmithing, . 
painting, shoemaking, cooking, baking, laundering, mending, 
typewriting, and printing. 

“Cottages and buildings essential to the schoolwork are to be erected 
by the students themselves.” 6T:181,182. 

“Mistakes will often be made, but every error lies close beside the 
truth. Wisdom will be learned by failures, and the energy that will 
make a beginning gives hope of success in the end.” 6T:192. 


MEDICAL MISSIONARY WORK 


“The world needs today what it needed nineteen hundred years ago — 
A REVELATION OF CHRIST. A great work of reform is 
demanded, and it is only through the grace of Christ that the work of 
restoration, physical, mental, and spiritual can be accomplished. 
“Christ’s method ALONE will give true success in reaching the people. 
The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their good. He 
showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won 
their confidence. Then He bade them ‘Follow Me.’ 

“There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort. If less 
time were given to sermonizing, and more time were spent in personal 
ministry, greater results would be seen ... We should ever remember 
that the object of the medical missionary work is to point sin-sick men 
and women to the Man of Calvary, who taketh away the sin of the 
world . .. Medical missionary work is the pioneer work of the gospel. 
In the ministry of the word and in the medical missionary work the 
gospel is to be preached and practiced.” MH:143, 144. 
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“In perfect and complete unity with the gospel ministry, the work of 
health reform will reveal its God-given power. Under the influence of 
the gospel, great REFORMS will be made by medical missionary 


' work, But separate medical missionary work from the gospel, and the 


work will be crippled.” CDF:75 (Ms 23, 1901). 

“When the GOSPEL MINISTERS and the MEDICAL 
MISSIONARY workers are not united, there is placed in our 
churches the worst evil that can be placed there.” ULLM:92 (Ms 46, 
1904). 

“Our sanitariums and our churches may reach a higher, holier 


Standard. Health reform is to be taught and practiced by our people. 


The Lord is calling for A REVIVAL OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 
HEALTH REFORM. Seventh-day Adventists have a special work to 
do as messengers to labor for the souls and bodies of men.” CDF:76 
(Letter 146, 1909). 

“The Lord has given instruction that the gospel is to be carried 
forward; and the gospel includes HEALTH REFORM in all its 
phases. Our work is to enlighten the world; for it is blind to the 
movements which are taking place, preparing the way for the plagues 
which God will permit to come upon the world. God’s faithful 
watchmen must give the warning... It isthe LORD’S DESIGN that 
the restoring influence of HEALTH REFORM shall bea part of the 
last great effort to proclaim the gospel message.” CDF:75 (Ms 23, 
1901). 

“If the workers will humble their hearts before God, the blessing will 
come. They will all the while be receiving fresh, new ideas, and there 
will be A WONDERFUL REVIVAL OF GOSPEL MEDICAL 
MISSIONARY WORK.” 9T:219. 

“I wish to tell you that soon there will be NO WORK DONE IN 
MINISTERIAL LINES but medical missionary work. The work ofa 
minister is to minister. Our ministers are to work onthe gospel plan of 
ministering... You will never be ministers after the gospel order till 
you show widesitied interest in medical missionary work, the gospel of 
healing and blessing and strengthening . . . I wish to say that the 
medical missionary work is God’s work. The Lord wants every one of 
His ministers to come into line. Take hold of the medical missionary - 
work, and it will give you access to the people. Their hearts will be 
touched as you minister to their necessities. As you relieve Their 
sufferings, you will find opportunity to speak to them of the love of 
Jesus... lamready to sayto you to-day that I am in harmony with the 
resolution. Many who have been more or less out of line since the 
Minneapolis meeting will be brought into line . . . | know that medical 
missionary work is the gospel, in practice, and as the Lord has 
declared, is never, never to be separated fromthe gospel ministry. .. If 
we were as closely connected with Christ as were his disciples, God 
could work through us to heal many who are suffering.” CH:533 and 
portions from GCB 1901, p. 204. 
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“We have come to a time when every member of the church should 
take hold of medical missionary work ... The members of the church 
are in need of an AWAKENING, that they may realize their 
responsibility to impart these truths.” 7T:62. 

“Mal. 3:16, 17. The closing words of this scripture outline the 
experience that the people of God are yet to have. WE HAVE A 
WONDERFUL FUTURE BEFORE US AS A PEOPLE. The 
promises of the third chapter of Malachi will be verified to the letter.” 
4BC:1184 (Letter 223, 1904). 

“Combine medical missionary work with the proclamation of the 
third angel’s message. Make regular, organized efforts to lift the 
churches out of the dead level in which they have been for years. Send 
out into the churches workers who will set the principles of HEALTH 
REFORM before every church in Michigan. See if the BREATH OF 
LIFE will not then come into these churches. A new element needs to 
be brought into the work.” ULLM:117,118 (1-42-1898). 

. “Much of the prejudice that prevents the truth of the third angel’s 
message from reaching the hearts of the people might be removed if 
more attention were given to HEALTH REFORM. When people 
become interested in this subject the way is often prepared for the 
entrance of other truths. If they see that we are intelligent with regard 
to health, they will be more ready to believe that we are sound in Bible 
doctrines.” CDF:76 (CTBH:121, 1890).- 

“If we backslide in HEALTH REFORM we shall lose much of our 
influence with the outside world.” Ev 514 (Letter 1, 1875). 

“Let every one who is seeking to live a Christian life, remember that 
the church militant is not the church triumphant. Those who are 
carnally minded will be found in the church. They are to be pitied 
more than blamed. The church is not to be judged as sustaining these 
characters, though they be found within her border .. . It may be that 
in the church there are those who are cold, proud, haughty, and 
unchristian, but you need not associate with this class. There are many 
who are warm-hearted, who are self-denying, self-sacrificing, who 
would, were it required lay down their lives to save souls. Jesus saw the 
bad and good in church relationship, and said, ‘Let both grow until 
the harvest.’ None are under necessity of becoming tares because every 
plant in the field is not wheat.” FE:294,295. 

“Those who place themselves under God’s control, to be led and > 
guided by Him, will catch the STEADY TREAD OF THE EVENTS 
ordained by Him to take place. Inspired with the Spirit of Him who 
gave His life for the life of the world, they will no longer stand still in 
impotency, pointing to what they cannot do. Putting on the armor of 
heaven, they will go forth to the warfare, willing to do and dare for 
God, knowing that His omnipotence will supply their need.” 7T:14. 
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“_,. CENTERS OF INFLUENCE may be established in many places 
by the opening up of health food stores, hygienic restaurants, and 
treatment rooms. Not all that needs to be done can bespecified before 
a beginning is made . . . Plan to carry forward the work simply, 
sensibly economically.” 71:234. 

“We must be careful not to carry our views of health reform to 
extremes, thus making it ‘health deform.’ Our food should be plain 
and free from all objectionable elements, but let us be careful that it is 
always palatable and good.” ULLM:903. 

“In San Francisco a HYGIENIC RESTAURANT has opened, also a 
FOOD STORE and TREATMENT ROOMS. These are doing a 
good work, but their influence should be greatly extended. Other 
restaurants similar to the one on Market Street should be opened in 
San Francisco and in Oakland. Concerning the effort that is now . 
being made in these lines, we can say, Amen and amen. And soon 
other lines of work that will be a blessing to the people will be 
established. Medical missionary evangelistic work should be carried 
forward in a most prudent and thorough manner. The solemn, sacred 
work of saving souls is to advance in a way that is modest and yet ever 
elevated.” 7T:110,111 (CH:549). 

“Let centers of influence be made in many ofthe Southern cities by the 
opening of FOOD STORES and VEGETARIAN RESTAURANTS. 
Let there also be facilities for the MANUFACTURE of simple 
inexpensive health foods.” 71:56,57. 

“I have been given light that in many cities it is advisable for a 
RESTAURANT to be connected with TREATMENT ROOMS... 
These establishments would serve as feeders to the sanitarium located 
in the country and would better be conducted in rented buildings.” 
7T:60. ’ 

“When He sent forth the seventy He commanded them to heal the 
sick, and NEXT to preach that the kingdom of God had come nigh 
unto them. Their physical health was to be FIRST cared for, in order 
that the way might be prepared for their minds to be reached by those 
truths which the apostles were to preach.” 4T:225. 

“Every gospel worker should feel that the giving of instruction in the 
principles of healthful living is a part of his appointed work. Of this 
work there is great need, and the world is open for it.” MH:147. 


_ “The gospel ministry is needed to give permanence and stability to the 


medical missionary work; and the ministry needs the medical 
missionary work to demonstrate the practical working of the gospel. 
Neither part of the work is complete without the other.” CH:514. 
“The Saviour devoted MORE TIME and LABOR to healing the 
afflicted of their maladies than to preaching. His last injunctionto His 
apostles, His representatives on earth, was to lay hands on the sick 
that they might recover.” CH:34. 
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“Christ’s method ALONE will give true success in reaching the people. 
The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their good. He 
showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won 
their confidence. THEN He bade them ‘Follow Me.’” MH:143. 

“It is the divine plan that we shall work as the disciples worked. 
Physical healing is bound up with the gospel commission. In the work 
of the gospel, teaching and healing are never to be separate.” MH:141. 
“Medical missionaries come under the head of evangelists. The 
workers should go forth two by two, that they may pray and consult 
together.. Never should they be sent out alone. The Lord Jesus Christ 
sent forth His disciples two and two into all the cities of Israel: He gave 
them the commission, ‘Heal the sick that are therein, and say unto 
them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you,’” MM:249. 
“The truth for this time, the third angel’s message, is to be proclaimed 
with a loud voice, (meaning with increasing power), as we approach 
the GREAT FINAL TEST. This test must come to the churches in 
connection with the true medical missionary work, a work that has the 
great Physician to dictate and preside in all it comprehends.” 
ULLM:602 (Unpublished Ms;:H-121-1900). 

“Workers — gospel medical missionaries — are needed now, You 
cannot afford to spend years in preparation. Soon doors now open to 
the truth will be forever closed. Carry the message now. Do not wait 
allowing the enemy to take possession of the fields now open 
before you. Let little companies go forth to do the work to which 
Christ appointed His disciples.” CH:397. 

“With the work of advocating the commandments of God and 
repairing the breach that has been made in His law, we are to mingle 
compassion for suffering humanity. We are to show supreme love to 
God; we are to exalt His memorial, which has been tradden down by 
unholy feet; and with this work we are to manifest mercy, 
benevolence, and the tenderest pity for the suffering and the sinful.” 
6T:83. 

“Thus genuine medical missionary work is bound upinseparably with 
the keeping of God’s commandments, of which the Sabbath is 
especially mentioned, since it is the great memorial of God’s creative 
work. Its observance is bound up with the work of restoring the moral 
image of God in man. This is the ministry which God’s people are to 
carry forward at this time. This ministry, RIGHTLY performed, will 
bring rich blessings to the church.” 6T:266. 
“From what was shown me, Sabbathkeeping Adventists have but a 
feeble sense of how large a place the world and selfishness hold intheir ° 
hearts. If you havea desire to do good and glorify God, there are many 
ways in which you can do it .. . So long as youth who have not a 
father’s pitying care nor a mother’s tender love are exposed to the 
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corrupting influences of these last days, it is somebody’s duty to 
supply the place of father and mother to some of them. Learn to give 
them love, affection, and sympathy. All who profess to have a Father 
in heaven, who they hope will care for them and finally take them to 
the home He has prepared for them, ought to feel asolemn obligation 
resting upon them to be friends to the friendless and fathers to the 
orphans, to aid the widows, and be of some practical use in this world 
by benefiting humanity. Many have not viewed these things in a right 
light . .. Now is your sowing time. You will reap that which you sow. 
Avail yourselves while you may of every privilege of doing good... 
“But few have a true sense of what is comprised in the word Christian. 
It is to be Christlike, to do others good, to be divested of all selfishness, 
and to have our lives marked with acts of disinterested benevolence. 
Our Redeemer throws souls into the arms of the church, for them to 
care for unselfishly and train for heaven, and thus be co-workers with 
Him. 

“But every man’s work is to betested, .. . ‘deal thy bread to the hungry, 
and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? whenthou 
seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself 
from thine own flesh?’ Read the next verse, and notice the rich reward 
promised to those who do this. ‘Then shall thy light break forth 
speedily.” Here is an abundantly precious promise for all who will 
interest themselves in the cases of those who need help. 

“_..I fully believe that it is in your power to do the right thing by this 
orphan. . : love the orphan for Christ’s sake, .. . what will the church’ 
answer? It is in a degree responsible for the salvation of these orphan 
children.” 2T:328-332. 
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OUT OF THE CITIES 

“The trade unions and confederacies of the world are a snare. Keep 
out of them, and away from them, brethren. Have nothing to do with 
them. Because of these unions and confederacies, it will soon be very 
difficult for our institutions to carry on their work in the cities. My 
warning is: Keep out of the cities. Build no sanitariums in the cities, 
Educate our people to get out of the cities into the country, where they 
can obtain a small piece of land, and make a home for themselves and 
their children... 

“Our restaurants must be in the cities; for otherwise the workers in 
these restaurants could not reach the people and teach them the 
principles of right living. And for the present we shall have to occupy 
meetinghouses in the cities. But erelong there will be such strife and 
confusion in the cities, that those who wish to leave them will not 
be able. We must be preparing for these issues. This is the light that is 
given me.” 2SM:142 GCB, April 6, 1903. 


st, “The instruction is still being given, ‘Move out of the cities. Establish 
your sanitariums, your schools, and offices away from the centers of 
population.” Many now will plead to remain in the cities, but the time 
will come erelong when all who wish to avoid the sights and sounds of 
evil will move into the country; for wickedness and corruption will 
increase to such a degree that the very atmosphere of the cities will 
seem to be polluted.” 2SM:357,358 (Letter 26, 1907). 
“As far as possible, our institutions should be located away from the 
cities. We must have workers for these institutions, and if they are 
located in the city, that means that families of our people must settle 
near them. But it is not God’s will that His people shall settle in the 
cities, where there is constant turmoil and confusion. Their children 
should be spared this; for the whole system is demoralized by the hurry 
and rush and noise. The Lord desires His people to move into the 
country, where they can settle on the land, and raise their own fruit 
and vegetables, and where their children can be brought in direct 
contact with the works of God in nature.-Take your families away 
from the cities is, my message: 
“The truth must be spoken, whether men will hear, or whether men 
will forbear. The cities are filled with temptation. We should plan our 
work in such a way as to keep our young people as far as possible from 
this contamination. 
“The cities are to be worked from outposts. Said the messenger of God 
‘Shall not the cities be warned? Yes; not by God’s people living in 
them, but by their visiting them, to warn them of what is coming upon 
the earth.” 2SM:357,358 (Letter 182, 1902). 
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“When the power invested in kings is allied to goodness, it is because 
the one in responsibility is under the divine dictation. When power is 
allied with wickedness, it is allied to satanic agencies, and it will work 
to destroy those who are the Lord’s property. The Protestant world 
have set up an idol sabbath in the place where God’s Sabbath should 
be, and they are treading in the footsteps of the Papacy. For this 
reason I see the necessity of the people of God moving out of the cities 
into retired country [places], where they may cultivate the land and 
raise their own produce. Thus they may bring their children up with 
simple, healthful habits. I see the necessity of making haste to get all 
things ready for the crisis.” 2SM:359 Letter 90, 1897. 

“Let parents understand that the training of their children is an 
important work in the saving of souls. In country places abundant, 
useful exercise will be found in doing those things that need to be 
done, and which will give physical health by developing nerve and 
muscle. ‘Out of the cities’ is my message for the education of our 
children.” 2SM:355. 


THE 1888 MESSAGE AND THE LAODICEAN MESSAGE 
At the General Conference Sessions in Minneapolis in 1888, Elders A. T. 
Jones and E. J. Waggoner presented a series of messages on righteousness 
by faith~ These messages were endorsed by Ellen G. White and termed the 
Laodicean message, but they were rejected by the majority of the leaders. 
The last quotation will show that many people did accept the message 
later. 
“The message given us by A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner is the 
message of God to the Laodicean church, and woe be unto anyone 
who professes to believe the truth, and yet does not reflect to others the 
God-given rays.” (Letter S 24, 1892) 
“Since the time of the Minneapolis meeting, I have seen the state of the 
Laodicean church as never before. I have heard the rebuke of God 
spoken to those who feel so well satisfied, who knew not their spiritual 
destitution . . . Those who realize their need of repentance toward 
God. .. . will confess their sin in refusing the light that heaven hasso . 
graciously sent them, and they will forsake the sin that grieved and 
insulted the Spirit of the Lord.” R&H, August 26, 1890. 
“The Spirit of God is departing from many among His people. Many 
have entered into dark, secret paths, and some will neverreturn. They 
will continue to stumble to their ruin. They have tempted God, they 
have rejected light . . . Many have not only refused to accept the 
message, but they have hated the light. These men are parties to the 
ruin of souls. They have interposed themselves between the heaven- 
sent light and the people . . . 
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“I would speak in warning to those who have stood for years resisting 
light and cherishing the spirit of opposition. How long will you hate 
and despise the messengers of God’s righteousness? .. . I have no 
smooth message to bear to those who have been so long as false 
guideposts, pointing the wrong way. If you reject Christ’s delegated 
messengers, you reject Christ . . . J entreat you now to humble 
yourselves, and cease your stubborn resistance of light and evidence.” 
TM:90, 91, 96-98; June 4, 1896. | 

“I think that Elder A. T. Jones should attend our large camp meetings, 
and give to our people and to outsiders as well, the precious subject of 
faith and the righteousness of Christ. There is a flood of light in this 
subject.” Letter 1, 1889 OA 
“T never labored in my life more directly under the controlling 
influences of the Spirit of God. God gave me meat in due season for 
the people, but they refused it for it did not come in just the way and 
manner they wanted it to come. Elders Jones and Waggoner presented 
precious light, to the people, but prejudice and unbelief, jealousy and 
evil-surmising barred the door of their hearts that nothing from this 
source should find entrance to their hearts.” Letter 14, 1889 

“Oh that all that stepped in false paths at that notable meeting at 
Minneapolis, and have felt the same spirit enfolding them about, 
would let heaven’s light enter their souls . . . Hating Jesus Christ in the 
form of His saints! Oh how will God reveal this whole business in a 
place where they have never looked upon it!” Letter 13, 1895. 
“The Lord has been calling His people. In a most marvelous manner 
He has revealed His divine presence. But the message and the 
messengers have not been received but despised . . . In rejecting the 
message given at Minneapolis, men committed sin. They have 
committed far greater sin by retaining for years the same hatred 
against God’s messengers, by rejecting the truth that the Holy Spirit 
has been urging home... Light from the throne of God has been long 
resisted as an objectionable thing. It has been regarded as darkness, 
and spoken of as fanaticism, as something dangerous to be shunned.” 
Manuscript 30, 1890. 

“No more tender calls, no better opportunities could be given them in 
order that they might do that which they ought to have done in 
Minneapolis . . . The time will come when they will be willing to do 
anything and everything possible in order to have a chance of hearing 
the call which they rejected at Minneapolis.’ (Letter O 19, 1892). ‘We 
know that brother (A. T.) Jones has been giving the message for this 
time, meat in due season to the starving flock of God, .. . the heaven 
sent message ... They[the opposers] will be asked inthe judgement... 
“When the evidence was piled upon evidence, why did you not humble 
your hearts before God, and repent of your rejection of the message of 
mercy I sent to you?’” Letter, January 9, 1893. 
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“In every meeting since the General Conference, souls have eagerly 
accepted the precious message of the righteousness of Christ. We 
thank God that there are souls who realize that they are in need of 
something which they do not possess — gold of faith and love, white 
raiment of Christ’s righteousness, eyesalve of spiritual discernment.” 
1SM:358 (from RH July 23, 1889). Z 
There have been people in every generation who have accepted this 
experience of righteousness by faith. God needs 144,000 in one generation 
to finish the work. 
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WHAT CONSTITUTES THE CHURCH 

The following statements are only to show that God’s church is not just 
bricks and mortar and organization. These are important segments that 
make up God’s Church, but only those who are faithful and loyal to the 
end will be counted as God’s True Church. We believe that the seventh- 
day-adventist church is God’s remnant church in this remnant of time. 
God has his dedicated loyal leaders, pastors and laity; but in the present 

. shaking the true ones are being revealed. The author does not believe in 
separation, we need to stay in the church. The faithful and loyal are those 
who are obedient to God and His commandments, in the smallest detail. 
These will constitute God’s purified church. Remember that everything 
that can be shaken will be shaken. See 717:219 and 91T:15,16. 


‘‘For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.’’ Matt. 18:20 See also Rom. 16:5, 1 Cor. 16:19, and 
Philemon 2. ‘ 


««’,. church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven.’’ Heb. 12:23. 


‘From the beginning, faithful souls have constituted the church on earth.’’ 
AA:11 . 


*‘T write this that all may know that there is no controversy among Seventh- 
day Adventists over the question of leadership. The Lord God of heaven 
is our king. He is a leader whom we can safely follow.’’ 8T:238. 


“‘God has a church. It is not the great-cathedral, neither is it the national 
establishment, neither is it the various denominations; it is the people who 
love God and keep His commandments. ‘‘Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them’’ (Matt. 18:20). Where 
Christ is even among the humble few, this is Christ’s church, for the 
presence of the High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity can alone con- 
stitute a church.’’ The Upward Look:315. 


“‘Thus saith the Lord, cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh 
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the lord.”’ Jer.17:15. 


*‘O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the 
way of thy paths. The Lord standeth up to plead, and standeth to 
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judge the people.” Isaiah 3:12,13 (Christ is pleading for us inthe Most 
Holy Place) : 

“For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led 
of them are destroyed.” Isaiah 9:16. 

“The solemn question should come home to every member of our 
churches, How are we standing before God as the professed followers 
of Jesus Christ? .. . Spiritual death has come upon the people that 
should be manifesting life and zeal, purity and consecration, by the 
most earnest devotion to the cause of truth. The facts concerning the 
real condition of the professed people of God, speak more loudly than 
their profession, and make it evident that some power has cut the cable 
that anchored them to the Eternal Rock and they are drifting away to 
sea, without chart or compass.” RH July 24, 1888, Title of article: 
“How Do We Stand?” . 

This kind of spiritual condition might have been the reason for the 
rejection of the 1888 message at the General Conference Session in the fall 
of 1888 at Minneapolis. 

How far back do we need to go to find the Laodicean condition? 
“As I have of late looked around to find the humble followers of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, my mind has been much exercised. . . The 
words addressed to the Laodicean Church describe their present 
condition perfectly. See Rev. 3:14-20. They are ‘neither cold nor hot,’ 
but lukewarm.’” EW:107 quoting from RH June 10, 1852. 

The True Witness appeals to each individual, 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I willcome in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me.” Rev. 3:20. 

“Are we hoping to see the whole church revived? That time will never 
come... We must enter upon the work individually.” 1SM:122. 
“We should be ready to accept light from God from whatever source it 
may come, instead of rejecting it because it does not comethrough the 
channel from which we expected it.” RH Aug. 27, 1889. 

“When a point of doctrine that you do not understand comes to your 
attention, go to God on your knees, that you might understand what is 
truth, and not be found, as were the Jews, fighting against God.” RH 
March 11, 1890. : 

“We are not safe in taking men as our authority or our guide, for they 
will surely disappoint us.” TM:386. 

“God desires to bring men into direct relation with Himself. In all His 
dealings with human beings He recognizes the principle of personal 
responsibility. He seeks to encourage a sense of personal dependence 
and to impress the need of personal guidance. He desires to bring the 
human into association with the divine, that men may be transformed 
into the divine likeness. Satan works to thwart this purpose. He seeks 
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to encourage dependence upon men. When minds are turned away 
from God, the tempter can bring them under his rule. He can control 
humanity.” MH:242,243. 

“God wants us to depend upon Him, and not upon men.” TM:111 and 
also in 1SM:415. 

“The great danger with our people has been that of depending upon 
men and making flesh their arm. Those who have not been in the habit 
of searching the Bible for themselves, or weighing evidence, have 
confidence in the leading men and accept the decisions they make; and 
thus many will reject the very messages God sends to His people, if 
these leading brethren do not accept them.” TM:106,107. 

“If men resist the warnings the Lord sends them, they become even 
leaders in evil practice; such men assume to exercise the prerogatives 
of God — they presume to do that which God Himself will not do in 
seeking to control the minds of men. They introduce their own 
methods and plans, and through their misconceptions of God they 
weaken the faith of others in the truth, and bring in false principles 
that will work like leaven to taint and corrupt our institutions and 
churches.” TM:366. 

“As soon as man begins to make an iron rule for other men, as soon as 
he begins to harness up and drive men according to his own mind, he 
dishonors God and imperils his own soul and the souls of his brethren 
... Weare warned not to trust in man, nor to make flesh our arm. A 
curse is pronounced upon all who do this.” TM:367. z 
“May God pity the cause when one man’s mind and one man’s plan is 
followed without question.” TM:302. 

“Shall we exalt human wisdom and point to finite, changeable, erring 
man as a dependence in time of trouble? or shall we exemplify our 
faith by our trust in God’s power, revealing the net of false theories, 
religions, and philosophies which Satan has spread to catch unwary 
souls? 

“There are those who are not in harmony with the Testimonies 
because the men in high positions of trust have expressed themselves 
as not in harmony with them; forthe Testimonies do not coincide with 
their opinions, but rebuke every vestige of selfishness. Everything that 
has been planned in regard to consolidation, shows that men are 
seeking to grasp the scepter of power and hold control over human 
minds. But God does not work with them in their devising, and the 
voice they now have in the cause of God is not the voice of God... .and 
he will not accept their offerings until they repent and become 
conscientious doers of his word.” SpT, Series A, No. 6; 222 (written 
from Australia July 6, 1896). 
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' AS GOD SEES THE LAODICEAN CHURCH TODAY 
The Spirit of Prophecy will do most of the talking in this section since 
this is God’s voice to the church. We recognize that the situation was most 
distressing at the time Mrs. White wrote these statements, but today we 
would agree that the situation is much worse than when she wrote these 
statements. We believe that while the statements applied to her time, they 
are really more applicable to today. The same is true of Matthew 24 in its 
dual application back in AD 70, but also more applicable to today. 
After referring to the history of the children of Israel, Mrs. White wrote 

the following: 

“We are repeating the history of that people. Lightness, vanity, love of 

ease and pleasure, selfishness, and impurity are increasing among us. 

There is need now of men who are firm and fearless in declaring the 

whole counsel of God; men who will not sleep as do others, but watch 

and be sober.” 5T:160. _ 

“You are following the same path as did ancient Israel. There is the 

same falling away from your holy calling as God’s peculiar people. 

You are having fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. Y our 

concord with unbelievers has provoked the Lord’s displeasure. You 

know not the things that belong to your peace, and they are fast being 

hid from your eyes. Your neglect to follow the light will place you ina 

more unfavorable position than the Jews upon whom Christ 

pronounced a woe.” 5T:75,76. 

“He shows us that when His people are found in sin they should at 

once take decided measures to put that sin from them, that His frown 

may not rest upon them all. But if the sins of the people are passed over 

by those in responsible positions, His frown will be upon them, and 

the people of God, as a body, will be held responsible for those sins. In 

His dealings with His people in the past the Lord shows the necessity 

of purifying the church from wrongs. One sinner may diffuse darkness 

that will exclude the light of God from the entire congregation.” 

37:265. 

“If the leaders of the church neglect to diligently search out the sins 

which bring the displeasure of God upon the body, they become 

responsible for these sins.” 3T:269. 

“The church is corrupt because of her members who defile their bodies 

and pollute their souls.” 51:79. 

“The sin of ancient Israel was in disregarding the expressed will of God 

and following their own way according to the leadings of unsanctified 

hearts. Modern Israel are fast following in their footsteps, and the 

displeasure of the Lord is as surely resting upon them.” 57:94. 

“But it is in vain to deceive ourselves. Things are far from being what 

the appearance would indicate. From a distant view much may appear 

beautiful which, upon close examination, will be found full of 

deformities.” 5T:79. 
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ENCOURAGING PROMISES 


“God never leads His children otherwise that they would choose to be 
led, if they could see the end from the beginning, and discern the glory 
of the purpose which they are fulfilling as co-workers with Him.” 
DA:224,225. 

“When assailed by temptation, look not to circumstances or to the 
weakness of self, but to the power of the word.” DA:123. 


“Our heavenly Father has a thousand ways to provide for us, of which 

we know nothing. Those who accept the one principle of making the 

service and honor of God supreme will find perplexities vanish, and a 
plain path before their feet.” DA:330. 


“Many fail of imitating our holy Pattern because they study so little 
the definite features of that character. So many are full of busy plans, 
always active; and there is no time or place for the precious Jesus to be 
a close, dear companion. They do not refer every thought and action 
to Him, inquiring: ‘Is this the way of the Lord?’ If they did they would 
walk with God, as did Enoch.” 6T:393. 


“As your soul yearns after God, you will find more and still more of 
the unsearchable riches of His grace. As you contemplace these riches 
you will come into possession of them and will reveal the merits of 
the Saviour’s sacrifice, the protection of His righteousness, the 
fullness of His wisdom, and His power to present you before 
the Father ‘without spot, and blameless.’ 2 Peter 3:14.” AA:567. 


“We need to understand that imperfection of character is sin. All 
righteous attributes of character dwell in God as a. perfect, 
harmonious whole, and every one who receives Christ as a personal 
Saviour is privileged to possess these attributes .. . True education is 
the preparation of the physical, mental, and moral powers for the 
performance of every duty; it is the training of body, mind, and soul 
for divine service. This is the education that will endure unto eternal 
life.” COL:330. 


“Tf one sin is cherished in the soul, or one wrong practice retained in 
the life, the whole being is contaminated. The man becomes an 
instrument of unrighteousness.” DA:313. 


“Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, persistently 
cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel. Every 
sinful indulgence strengthens the soul’s aversion to God.” SC:34. 


“Keep your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and your fears, 
before God. You cannot burden Him; you cannot weary Him. He who 
numbers the hairs of your head is not indifferent to the wants of His 
children. ‘The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.’ His heart of 
love is touched by our sorrows, and even by our utterance of them. 
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Take to Him everything that perplexes the mind. Nothing is too great 
for Him to bear, for He holds up worlds, He rules over allthe affairs of © 
the universe. Nothing that in any way concerns our peace is too small 
for Him to notice. There is no chapter in our experience too dark for 
Him to read; there is no perplexity too difficult for Him to unravel. No 
calamity can befall the least of His children, no anxiety harass the 
soul, no joy cheer, no sincere prayer escape the lips, of which our 
heavenly Father is unobservant, or in which He takes no immediate 
interest. ‘He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their 
wounds.’ The relations between God and each soul are as distinct and 
full as though there were not another soul upon the earth to share His 
watchcare, not another soul for whom He gave His beloved Son.” 
SC:100. 


“If we keep the Lord ever before us, allowing our hearts to go out in 
thanksgiving and praise to Him, we shall have a continual freshnes in 
our religious life. Our prayers will take the form of a conversation with 
God, as we would talk with a friend. He will speak His mysteries to us 
personally. Often there will come to us a sweet, joyful sense of the 
presence of Jesus. Often our hearts will burn within us as He draws 
nigh to commune with us as He did with Enoch.” COL:129. 


“Not one sincere prayer is lost. Amid the anthems of the celestial 
choir, God hears the cries of the weakest human being. We pour out 
our heart’s desire in our closets, we breathe a prayer as we walk by the 
way, and our words reach the throne of the Monarch of the universe. 
They may be inaudible to any human ear, but they cannot die-away 
into silence, nor can they be lost through the activities of business that 
are going on. Nothing can drown the soul’s desire.” COL:174. 


“A character formed according to the divine likeness is the only 
treasure that we can take from this world to the next ... To every one 
engaged in this work Christ says, I am at your right hand to help you.” 
COL:332,333. 


“As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it becomes 
omnipotent. Whatever is to be done at His command, may be 
accomplished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings.” 
COL:333. 


“The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. 
The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of God and being 
clothed with humility, possessing'that love that is pure, peaceable, and 
easy to be entreated, full of gentleness and good fruits, is not an easy 
attainment. And yet it is, his privilege and duty to be a perfect 
overcomer here. The soul must submit to God before it can be renewed 
in knowledge and true holiness. The holy life and character of Christ is 
a faithful example.” 3T:106,107. 
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“The soul is never safe unless it is under the divine guidance. Then it 
will be led into all truth. The word of Christ will fall with living power 
upon obedient hearts; and through the application of divine truth the 
perfect image of God will be reproduced, and in heaven it will be said: 
‘Ye are complete in Him.’, Colossians 2:10.” 6T:167. 


“Christ is to live in His human agents and work through their faculties 
and act through their capabilities. Their will must be submitted to His 
will; they must act with His Spirit. Then it is no more they that live, but 
Christ that lives in them. He who does not give himself wholly to God 
is under the control of another power, listening to another voice, 
whose suggestions are of an entirely different character. Half-and-half 
service places the human agent on the side of the enemy as a successful 
ally of the hosts of darkness.” MB:94. 


“The strongest bulwark of vice in our world is not the iniquitous life of 

the abandoned sinner or the degraded outcast; it is that life which 
otherwise appears virtuous, honorable, and noble, but in which one 
sin is fostered, one vice indulged.” MB:94. 


“Remember that you will never reach a higher standard than you 
yourself set. Then set your mark high, and step by step, even though it 
be by painful effort, by self-denial and sacrifice, ascend the whole 
length of the ladder of progress. Let nothing hinder you.” 
COL:331,332. 


“When in faith we take hold of His strength, He will change, 
wonderfully change, the most hopeless, discouraging outlook. He will 
do this for the glory of His name.” 8T:12. 


“By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to be 
perfected in the character. We are to be wholly transformed into the 
likeness of Christ ... But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be 
no life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers 
have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to perfection.” 
TM:506. 


“Walk continually in the light of God. Meditate day and night upon 
His character. Then you will see His beauty and rejoice in His 
goodness. Your heart will glow with a sense of His love. You will be 
uplifted as if borne by everlasting arms. With the power and light that 
God imparts, you can comprehend more and accomplish more than 
you ever before deemed possible.” MH:514. 


“God’s work of refining and purifying must go on until His servants 
are so humbled, so dead to self, that, when called into active service, 
their eye will be single to His glory... God brings men over the ground 
again and again, increasing the pressure until perfect humility and a 
transformation of character bring them into harmony with Christ and 
the spirit of heaven, and they are victors over themselves.” 4T:86. 
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UNDER THE DIVINE REBUKE 
by 
Taylor G. Bunch 
SAD SPIRITUAL STATE 

Notwithstanding the fact that the children of Israel greatly increased 
their membership and improved their organization during their wilderness 
wandering, they were in a deplorable spiritual condition. This is evident 
from many Scriptures of which the following are samples: Deut. 9:7, 8, 23, 
24; Ps. 78:17, 18, 36-41. Their entire journey was marked by disobedience 
and rebellion. 

“Yet the only records of their wilderness life are instances of rebellion 

against the Lord. The revolt of Korah had resulted in the destruction 

of fourteen thousand of Israel. And there were isolated cases that 

showed the same spirit of contempt for the divine authority.” PP:407. 
DESTITUTE OF FAITH (Deut. 31:27, 32:16-20) 

The secret of their backslidden spiritual state is found in the statement 
that they were “children in whom is no faith.” In Hebrews 3:17-19 we are 
told that unbelief or lack of faith was the reason for their failure to enter 
Canaan and was the thing that especially grieved and provoked God. 
Between the crossing of the Red Sea and the capture of Jericho there was 
no exhibition of faith that was worthy of mention in the divine record 
(Heb. 11:29, 30). The very purpose of the wilderness sojourn was to teach 
them lessons of faith and obedience but they were slow to learn. 
DIVINE REBUKE 

During the wilderness wandering, Israel was not only under the divine 
rebuke but they were a paren: rejected people (Num. 32:13, Deut. 


_ 2:14,15). 


“For nearly forty years thé children of Israel were lost to view in the 
obscurity of the desert . . . During these years the people were 
constantly reminded that they were under the divine rebuke. In the 
rebellion of Kadesh they had rejected God; and God had, for the time, 
rejected them. Since they had proved unfaithful to His covenant they 
were not to receive the sign of the covenant, the rite of circumcision. 
Their desire to return to the land of slavery had shown them to be 
unworthy of freedom, and the ordinance of the Passover, instituted to 
commemorate the deliverance from poUseees was not to be 
observed.” PP:406. 
PERIOD OF REJECTION 
The divine rebuke or partial rejection continued till the crossing of the 
Jordan into the promised land (John 5:7-10). On that day the “reproach of 
Egypt” was rolled away, the divine rebuke removed, the period of rejection 
ended, and the covenant of grace renewed. Here Joshua “circumcised the 


67 


APPENDIX 


- children of Israel,” and “the children of Israel encamped at Gilgal, and kept 
the Passover.” Since the rebellion at Kadesh the Lord had forbidden the 
Israelites the privilege of celebrating these two ordinances because their 
rebellion had made them void of meaning. Their desire to return to Egypt 
and the fact that in their hearts they did return to Egypt made the Passover 
of none effect. The Passover also pointed forward to Calvary and that 
event also was lost sight of. Circumcision was a symbol of the cutting off of 
sins from the heart and was therefore a sign of righteousness by faith 

(Rom. 2:28,29; 4:11). Without this inward experience circumcision was a 
farce (Jer. 4:4; 9:26; Eze. 44:7). 


MEANINGLESS ORDINANCES 
The rejection of divine leadership through the prophet of the Exodus 
movement together with the abundance of evidence that the Israelites were 
not separated from their sins, knew nothing of righteousness by faithas an 
experience, and were still lusting after the things of Egypt and were not 
therefore delivered from their former bondage, made the rite of 
circumcision and the ordinance of the Passover meaningless. 
“The suspension of the rite of circumcision since the rebellion at 
Kadesh had been a constant witness to Israel that their covenant with 
God, of which it was the appointed symbol, had been broken. And the 
discontinuance of the Passover, the memorial of their deliverance 
from Egypt, had been an evidence of the Lord’s displeasure at their 
desire to return to the land of bondage. Now, however, the years of 
rejection were ended. Once more God acknowledged Israel as His 
people, and the sign of the covenant was restored.” PP:485. 


REMINDED OF SINS 
There are many texts that indicate that Moses constantly reminded the 
Israelites of their sins during their period of partial rejection and he 
especially did not permit them to forget their rebellion at Kadesh-Barnea. 
“Moses faithfully set before them their errors, and the transgressions 
of their fathers. They had often felt impatient and rebellious because 
of their long wandering in the wilderness; but the Lord had not been 
chargeable with this delay in possessing Canaan; He was more grieved 
than they because He could not bring them into immediate possession 
of the promised land, and thus display before all nations His mighty 
power in the deliverance of His people... Had their fathers yielded in 
faith to the direction of God, being governed by His judgments, and 
walking in His ordinances, they would long before have been settled in 
Canaan, a prosperous, holy, happy people. Their delay to enter the 
goodly land dishonored God, and detracted from His glory in the sight 
of surrounding nations.” PP:464. 


REPROOF DISAGREEABLE 
“It was the design of God that Moses should frequently remind Israel 
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of their transgressions and rebellion, that they might humble their 

- hearts before God in view of their sins. The Lord would not have them 
forget the errors and sins which had provoked His anger against them. 
The rehearsal of their transgressions, and of the mercies and goodness 
of God to them, which they had not appreciated, was not agreeable to 
their feelings. Nevertheless, God directed that this should be done.” 
3T:320. 

We are told that Korah flattered the people and criticised Moses for 
being too pessimistic. He declared that the people should not be constantly 
reminded of their sins because they were really a good people and that their 
leader should talk courage and cheer them along. This was the reason for 
the large following of Korah and his fellow-rebels (See PP:349). 


THEIR ENEMIES MOCKED (Num. 14:13- -16) 
This is exactly what happened when Israel was turned back into the 
wilderness from Kadesh, the gateway into the promised land. 
“Heathen nations had reproached the Lord and His people because 
the Hebrews had failed to take possession of Canaan, as they expected 
soon after leaving Egypt. Their enemies had triumphed because Israel 
had wandered so long in the wilderness, and they had mockingly 
declared that the God of the Hebrews was not able to bring them into 
the promised land.” PP:486. 
“Their delay to enter the goodly land dishonored God, and detracted 
from His glory in the sight of surrounding nations.” Ibid., 464. 
It was at this time that the heathen said: “Where is their God?” 


THE ADVENT MOVEMENT | 
Notwithstanding the fact that the Advent movement has steadily 

increased its membership, improved its organization, extended its 
influence, and has prospered in material things along all lines, God’s 
remnant people are in a sad spiritual state. They have lost their first love 
and are lukewarm and are spiritually wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 
naked (Rev. 2:1-5, 3:14-22). We are said to be under the divine 
forbearance, 

“I saw that at present we are under divine forbearance; but no onecan 

say how long this will continue. No one knows how great the mercy 

that has been exercised toward us. But few are heartily devoted to 

God. There are only a few who, like the stars in a tempestuous night, 

shine here and there among the clouds. Many who complacently listen 

to the truths from God’s word are dead spiritually, while they profess 

to live. For years they have come and gone in our congregations, but 

they seem only less and less sensible of the value of revealed truth. 

They do not hunger and thirst after righteousness. They have no relish 

for spiritual or divine things. They assent to the truth, but are not 
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sanctified through it. Neither the word of God nor the testimonies of 
His Spirit make any lasting impression upon them ... The entreaties 
of the Spirit of God, like divine melody, the promises of His word so 
rich and abundant, its threatenings against idolatry and disobedience, 
— all are powerless to melt the world-hardened heart.” 57:76. 


THE DIVINE REBUKE (Rev. 3:19) 
“As many as I love I rebuke and chasten,” indicates that the Laodicean 
church is under the divine rebuke because of her spiritual state. The 
Laodicean message is a divine rebuke. It is evidence of a partial rejection or 
separation. The union between Christ and the church is not complete as is 
evident from the fact that He is outside the door knocking and pleading to 
_ be invited it. He is not in the innermost sanctuary of the hearts of His 
people and He does not have full possession of His church-temple. 
“Since the time of the Minneapolis meeting I have seen the state of the 
Laodicean church as never before. I have heard the rebuke of God 
spoken to those who feel so well satisfied, who know not their spiritual 
destitution . . . Like the Jews, many have closed their eyes lest they 
should see: but there is a great peril now, in closing the eyes to light and 
in walking apart from Christ, feeling need of nothing, as there was 
when He was upon earth” RH: Aug. 26, 1890. 
The Laodicean message is here called “the rebuke of God” and 
Laodiceans are said to be “walking apart from Christ.” 


THE REBUKE OF GOD 
“The rebuke of God is upon us because of our neglect of solemn 
responsibilities. His blessings have been withdrawn because the 
testimonies He has given have not been heeded by those who profess 
to believe them. O for a religious awakening! The angels of God are 
going from church to church, doing their duty; and Christ is knocking 
at the door of your hearts for entrance. But the means that God has 
devised to awaken the church to a sense of their spiritual destitution, 
have not been regarded. The voice of the True Witness has been heard 
in reproof, but has not been obeyed. Men have chosen to follow their 
own way, instead of God’s way, because self was not crucified in them. 
Thus the light has had but little effect upon their minds and hearts. .. 
If you wait for light to come in a way that will please everyone, you will 
wait in vain. If you wait for louder calls or better opportunities, the 
light will be withdrawn, and you will be left in darkness.” 5T:719,720. 


~ 
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CAUSE OF WEAKNESS ‘ ; 
The cause of the present spiritual weakness of God’s remnant people is 

declared to be their Laodicean condition which makes the church 
“a place whence the divine presence and glory have departed! For this 
cause there is weakness, and strength is lacking. Unless the church, 
which is now being leavened with her own backsliding, shall repent 
and be converted, she will eat of the fruit of her own doing, until she 
shall abhor herself.” 8T:240. 

That the situation is not hopeless is indicated by the promise of a revival: 
“When purification shall take place in our ranks, we shall no longer 
rest at ease, boasting of being rich and increased with goods, in need of 
nothing.” 8T:240. 


AIMLESSLY DRIFTING 


Just as Israel of old wandered aimlessly about in the wilderness during 
the time of their partial rejection while they were under the divine rebuke, 
so modern Israel are said to be “drifting” as though they were “without 
chart or compass.” 

“The solemn question should come home to every member of our 
churches, How are we standing before God, as the professed followers 
of Jesus Christ? . . . Spiritual death has come upon the people that . 
should be manifesting life and zeal, purity and consecration, by the 
most earnest devotion to the cause of truth. The facts concerning the 
real condition of the professed people of God, speak more loudly than 
their profession, and make it evident that some power has cut the cable 
that anchored them to the Eternal Rock, and that they are drifting 
away to sea, without chart or compass.” RH: July 24, 1888. 
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The Author... 


Elder Ron Spear has served the Adventist Church for 
30 years as a pastor, missionary to Africa, 

departmental secretary, evangelist, field secretary for 

the Review & Herald Publishing Associations. And now 
Revivalist in a self-supporting ministry living in 
Jemison, Alabama. 
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